North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 


POPULATION  AND  ECONOMY 


BELMONT      NORTH     CAROLINA 


North  Carolina  Stais  Library 
flaieigh 


POPULATION  AND  ECONOMY 


BE  LMONT  .    NORT  H     CAROLINA 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 


The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financially  aided  through  a 
Federal  grant  from  the  Urban  Renewal  Administration  of  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  under  the  Urban 
Planning  Assistance  Program  authorized  by  Section  701  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  1954,  as  amended. 

http://www.archive.org/details/populationeconombelmont 


Prepared  for  : 

BELMONT,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

CITY  COUNCIL 

Jack  L.  Rhyne,  Mayor  Quay  T.  Smith,  City  Mgr. 

H.B.  Gaston,  St.,    City  Treasurer       Harley  B.  Gaston,  Jr., 

fsst.  City  Clerk  and 
At  to  rney 

BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 
Richard  Cromlish  R.  T.  Buckner 

J,  Paul  Ford  C.  M.  Oswalt 

R,  L.  Stowe,  Jr. 


PLANNING  BOARD 


Dr.  W.  H.  Breeland,  Chairman  John  B.  Armstrong,  Vice 
R.  L.  Dick,  Secretary  Chairman 

Charles  Fite  George  W.  Stowe 

Kelly  Ostwalt  Jethro  Mann 

Jack  Rumfelt  D.W.  Bumgardner,  Jr. 
George  H.  Rumfelt 


Prepared  by  J 

STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION  OF  COMMUNITY  PLANNING 

SPECIAL  PROJECTS  SECTION 
David  Olaf  Myhra,  Economist 

Staff 
Gay  Brantley,  Layout  &  Art  Work        Therese  Ramsey,  Research 
Nancy  Taylor,  Layout  &  Art  Work        Glenda  Yarbrough,  Secretary 


Joel  Gardner,  Photography  Lab  Work 


August  1966  Price  $1.00 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


I. 

INTRODUCTION 

II. 

POPULATION 

1 .  Regional  Setting 

2.  Past  Population  Growth 

3.  Components  of  Population  Growth 

4.  Population  Characteristics 

5.  Future  Population 

6.  Summary 

PAGE 

1 

3 

5 

9 
17 
23 
37 
43 


III.      ECONOMY 

1 .  The  Economy 

2 .  Emp loyment 

3.  Personal  Income  or  Wages 

4.  Retail  Sales  and  Consumer  Spendinf 


45 
47 
49 
65 
78 


LIST  OF  TABLES 


POPULATION 

1.  Population  Growth  in  Gaston  County  and  ".    .uwnships 

1950  and  1960  9 

2.  Past  Trends  In  Farm  Population  -  Gaston  Countv  by 

Township  1940  to  1960  12 

3.  Population  Growth  in  South  Point  Towinship  1950,  1960, 

and  1965.  13 

4.  Population  Growth  During  1950-1960  of  Selected  Counties 

Surrounding  Gaston  County  15 

5.  Migration  Trends  in  Gaston  County  19  40  through  1960  17 

6.  Enumeration  Districts  -  Belmont  24 

7.  Stages  in  the  Life  Cycle  -  Selected  Areas  26 

8.  Major  Stages  of  the  Life  Cycle  -  Selected  Areas  26 

9.  Median  Age  27 

10.  A.  Total  Population  Distribution  of  Belmont  1960  29 

B.  Total  White  Population  Distribution  of  Belmont  1960  30 

C.  Total  Nonwhite  Population  Distribution  of  Belmont  1960     30 

11.  A.  Total  Population  Distribution  of  Gaston  County  1960  32 

B.  Total  White  Population  Distribution  of  Gaston  County 

1960  32 

C.  Total  Nonwhite  Population  Distribution  of  Gaston 

County  1960  33 

12.  Nonwhite  Population  of  Selected  Areas  1960  33 

13.  Race  Distribution  In  the  City  of  Belmont  1960  34 

14.  Population  Estimates  -  Belmont  and  Gaston  County  1970 

and  1980  39 

15.  Projected  Belmont  Age  Distribution  1970  and  1980  40 

16.  Projected  Gaston  County  Age  Distribution  1970  and  1980  41 

ECONOMY 

17.  Labor  Force  of  Belmont  and  Selected  Areas  •   50 

18.  Sex  Composition  of  the  Labor  Force  Belmont  and  Selected 

Areas  50 

19.  Occupation  of  Civilian  Labor  Force  of  Belmont  and  Gaston 

County  1960  by  Sex  52 

20.  Trends  in  Employment  -  Belmont  1950  -  1980  55 

21.  Manufacturing  Employment  in  Belmont  1950  through  1980  56 

22.  Percentage  Distribution  of  Manufacturing  Employment  - 

Belmont  56 

23.  Trends  of  Employment  -  Gaston  County  58 

24.  Percentage  Distribution  of  Manufacturing  Employment  - 

Gaston  County  1960  59 

25.  Manufacturing  Employment  in  Gaston  County  1950  through 

1970  60 

26.  Unemployment  by  Year  1956-1963  62 

27.  Per  Capita  Income  in  U.  S.,  Southeast,  N.  C,  Belmont  66 

28.  Money  Incomes  of  Families  and  Distribution  by  Income 

Trends  -  Belmont  -  Gaston  County  for  1960  56 

29.  Comparison  of  Per  Capita  Income  -  Belmont  and  Gaston 

County  -  1960  67 

30.  Distribution  of  Wage  or  Salary  Income  by  Sex  -  Gaston 

County  -  1960  68 

31.  Distribution  of  Wage  or  Salary  Income  -  N.  C.  -  1960  69 

32.  Distribution  of  Nonwhite  Income  -  Gaston  County  -  1960  69 

33.  Personal  Income  of  Nonwhite  Individuals  -  Gaston  County 

-  1960  70 

34.  1959  Income  Data  for  Families  of  Selected  Cities  In  N.C  74 

35.  Insured  Employment  in  North  Carolina  by  County  and 

Selected  Industry  Groups  -  Fourth  Quarter  -  1964  75 

36.  Annual  Average  Weekly  Insured  Wages  -  1956  through  1965  77 

37.  1963  Retail  Sales  As  a  Percentage  Increase  Over  1958  79 

38.  Percentage  Change  in  Retail  Sales  Per  Capita  -  Belmont 

1958  to  1963  81 

39.  Retail  Sales  Relative  to  1959  Personal  Income  -  Belmont  - 

Gastonia  -  Charlotte  82 


INTRODUCTION 


^ 


^ 

<f^ 


^^Ca^ 


I 


INTRODUCTION 


for 
Divi 
and 
past 
bas  i 
of  t 
t  r  en 
Belm 
ob  j  e 
mo  s  t 
CO  mm 
ary 
of  f  i 
dec  i 


The 
all 
s  ion 
its 
»  pr 
c  as 
he  e 
ds  , 
ont  ' 
ctiv 

sig 
ents 
ob  j  e 
cial 
s  ion 


pop 
o  the 

of 
numb 
esen 
set , 
cono 
pr  es 
s  ec 
e  of 
ni  f  i 

ct  iv 
s  an 
s  be 


ulat  io 
r  comm 
Commun 
er  s  ca 
t  ,  and 

p  eop  1 
my  hav 
ent  in 
onomi  c 

this 
cant  p 
II  per  t 
e  is  t 
d  the 
nef  ici 


n  an 
unit 
ity 
n  pr 

fut 
e  . 

e  be 
dica 

sys 
surv 
opul 
inen 
o  pr 
gene 
al 


d  eco 
y  pla 
Plann 
ovide 
ur  e  c 
On  th 
en  St 
tors, 
tem  . 
ey  is 
at  ion 
t  to 
ovide 
ral  p 
to  th 


nomy 
nn  in 
ing  . 
,  to 
hara 
e  o  t 
ud  ie 

and 

In 

to 

and 
the 

a  r 
ubli 
e  Gi 


s  tud 
g  stu 
Wit 
whcxne 
crer  i 
her  h 
d    in 

the 
o  ther 
corap  i 

econ 
City 
ef  er  e 
c  al  i 
ty. 


y  is 
dies 
hout 
ver 
Stic 
and  , 
dep  t 
f  utu 
wo  r 
1  e  u 
omic 
of  B 
nee 
ke, 


you 

con 

a  d 

is  i 

s  of 

the 

h  lo 

rep 

ds, 

nder 

s  ta 

elmo 

sour 

hope 


r  bas 
duct  e 
cub  t , 
ntere 
a  CO 
ma  jo 
oking 
o  t  ent 
the  p 

one 
tisti 
nt . 
ce  f o 
fully 


ic  report 
d  by  the 

population 
s  ted ,  the 
mmuni ty ' s 
r  sectors 

for  past 
ial  of 
r  imary 
cover  the 
cs  and 
The  second- 
r  pub  lie 
,  in  making 


Data  used  in  this  report  is  based,  in  large  part,  upon 
the  U.  S.  General  Census  of  1960.   While  the  population  and 
economic  statistics  which  have  been  projected  are  based 
upon  past  trendsj   projections  of  any  type,  one  must  remem- 
ber, are  not  predictions  but  only  forecasts  of  the  future. 

The  author  is  indebted  to  the  many  people  of  Belmont 
who  offered  their  time  and  help  in  providing  special  data 
and  background  information.   As  for  the  final  report,  the 
critical  comments,  its  conclusions,  and  whatever  defects 
it  may  have,  I  alone  am  responsible. 
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REGIONAL 
SETTING 


LOCATION 

The  City  of  Belmont,  located  in  Gaston  County  is  in 
the  south  central  section  of  North  Carolina.   Gaston  is 
one  of  those  many  counties  bordering  South  Carolina  from 
the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  on  the  west  to  the  sand  hills  on 
the  east.   The  largest  metropolitan  area  of  south  central 
North  Carolina  is  the  City  of  Charlotte,  located  approxi- 
mately fifteen  miles  east  of  Belmont.  The  largest  city  in 
Gaston  County,  Gastonia,  is  located  about  ten  miles  west 
o  f  Belmont . 

GENERAL  HISTORY 


As  in  other  areas  of  North  Carolina,  the  Catawba 
Indians  were  the  first  inhabitants  of  this  region.  Early 
accounts  by  explorers  and  other  adventurers  indicated 
their  presence  around  the  1660's.   By  1744,  White  settlers 
controlled  the  land  and  began  to  populate  this  region 
which  was  formerly  a  wilderness. 
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City  of  Belmont 

Beginning  primarily  as  a  rail,  coal,  and  water  stop  for 
the  Southern  Railroad  during  the  1870's,  Belmont  was  first 
incorporated  in  1895  and  again  in  1945.   Belmont  is  illus- 
trated on  earlier  maps  as  Garibaldi  but  was  formally  changed 
when  the  Southern  Railroad  objected  and  a  compromise  resulted 
in  its  present  name.   The  name  "Belmont"  was  chosen  to  honor 
Augustus  P.  Belmont,  believed  to  be  of  New  York  City.  At 
the  time,  Mr.  Belmont  was  a  friend  of  Bishop  Leo  Haid,  ad- 
mistrator  of  St.  Mary's  College  located  north  of  the  City. 
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This  area  has  long  formed  one  of  the  most  specialized 
cotton-growing  areas  of  North  Carolina  and  during  the  last 
few  years,  this  type  of  agricultural  production  has  been 
declining  in  importance.  Cotton  production  as  a  cash  crop 
is   virtually  without  competition,  however,  farm  income  has 
been  on  the  up-trend  primarily  increasing  from  the  sale  of 
livestock  and  related  farm  products. 


In  Belmont  as  in  other  areas  of  the  County,  textile 
manufacturing  exceeds  farming  as  a  source  of  employment. 
There  are  about  twenty  textile  mills  located  within  the 
corporate  limits  producing  cotton  yarn,  thread,  tire 
fabric,  sheeting,  and  other  textile  products.   The  City 
also  has  textile  machine  manufacturers  producing  equip- 
ment for  both  local  and  out-of-state  industries. 

THE  AREA 


Gaston  County  is  primarily  rural  in  character  and 
its  only  urban  population  is  concentrated  mainly  in 
Gastonia  and  Belmont.   During  recent  years,  there  has 
been  a  growing  number  of  people  settling  in  the  fringe 
areas  of  Belmont  lending  to  heavy  urban  development. 
Consequently,  the  number  of  people  residing  within  the 
city  limits  has   been  declining  as  a  result  of  movement 
to  these  outer  fringes. 
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POPULATION 
GROWTH 


PAST  POPULATION  -   GASTON  COUNTY 

Gaston's  population,  as  reported  in  the  1960  general 
census  is  127,074,  a  figure  which  is  a  numerical  increase 
of  16,238  and  a  percentage  increase  of  14.7  over  the  popula- 
tion of  1950.   (Table  #1)  This  followed  a  numerical  increase 
of  23,305  and  a  percentage  increase  of  26.6  between  1940  and 
1950. 


Table  1 
POPULATION  GROWTH  IN  GASTON  COUNTY  AND  ITS  TOWNSHIPS  1950- 
1960 

Populat  ion       Increase  or  Decrease 
Townships 1950 1960 Number Per  Cent 


Cherryville  8,907  9,171  264 

Crowder  Mountain  7,145  7,461  316 

Dallas  8,969  10,357  1,388 

Gastonia  49,281  58,117  8,836 

River  Bend  9,974  12,499  2,525 

South  Point  26,560  29,469  2,909 


GASTON  COUNTY       110,836  127,074     16,238 
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Source:  Census  of  Population  1960,  North  Carolina 


Population  growth  of  the  individual  townships  in  Gaston 
County  ranges  from  a  low  of  3.0  per   cent  in  Cherryville 
Township  to  a  high  of  25.3  per  cent  in  River  Bend.  The  average 
percentage  increase  in  Gaston  County  amounts  to  14.7  per  cent, 
which  is  2.1  per  cent  above  the  national  average  of  12.6  per 
cent.  During  this  same  decade  of  1950-1960,  Gaston's  growth 
in  population  is  also  ahead  of  the  State  by  nearly  three  (3) 
percentage  points. 


The  bar  chart,  Comparative  Growth  Rates,  below  compares 
the  percentage  increases  in  population  of  the  last  four  cen- 
sus years  of  Belmont  and  Gaston  County.   In  addition,  per- 
centage increases  for  North  Carolina  and  the  United  States 
are  available  for  the  same  decade  of  1950-1960. 
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PAST  TRENDS 


FARM  POPULATION  -  GASTON  COUNTY 


The  decrease  of  farm  population  in  Gaston  County  during 
the  1940-1950  decade  represents  a  national  trend  that  has 
been  occurring  since  the  end  of  World  War  I.  Available  in- 
formation now  makes  it  possible  to  trace  the  recent  patterns 
of  farm  movement  in  Gaston  County.   The  accompanying  two 
graphs  represent  farm  population  in  the  United  States  and 
in  Gaston  County  from  1910  to  1960.   Furthermore,  they  in- 
dicate the  changes  in  the  number  of  farms  and  farmers  during 
the  last  five  decades. 


FARM     POPULATION 
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Several  factors  are  jointly  responsible  for  the  signi- 
t  lowering  of  the  farm  population  in  Gaston.  Among  the 
important  is  the  rapid  industrial  and  commercial  devel- 
t  taking  place  in  this  area,  accompanied  by  expanded 
ization.  The  city  has  always  held  a  magnetic  attraction 
hose  youths  living  in  rural  areas  and  the  younger 
ations  are  no  exceptions.   The  hard  work  and  the  margi- 
arnings  on  the  farm  cannot   keep  pace  with  conditions 

in  urban  centers  and  with  city  employment  such  as 
ctive  salaries  and  more  complete  social  and  community 


Gaston  County  has  been  losing  farm  population  steadily 
through  the  years  and  the  total  percentage  loss  amounts  to 
nearly  90  per  cent,  from  31,304  in  1910  to  only  3,115  m  1960 
The  loss  of  farm  population  in  the  United  States  amounts  to 
approximately  60  per  cent  for  the  same  years  1910  through 
1960.  The  following  table  (2)  indicates  the  number  of  people 
who  have  been  leaving  the  farms  in  Gaston  County. 
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TABLE  2 


PAST  TRENDS 

IN  FARM 

POPULATION  - 

-  GASTON 

COUNTY 

BY  TOWNSHIP 

1940  to  1960 

Rural 

7o 

Rural 

7o 

1940 

1960 

Pop  . 

Total 

Pop  . 

Total 

Total 

Total 

TOWNSHIP 

1940 
3,592 

County 
4.1 

1960 
1,316 

Count 

y  Pop. 

Pop  . 

Cherryville 

1.0 

7,529 

9,171 

Crowder 

1,807 

2.1 

206 

0.2 

6,149 

7,461 

Dallas 

2,289 

2.6 

624 

0.5 

6,181 

10,357 

Gas  tonia 

2,486 

2.8 

293 

0.2 

39,062 

58,117 

River  Bend 

1,812 

2.1 

337 

0.3 

8,041 

12,479 

South  Point 

2,187 

2.5 

339 

0.3 
02.5 

20,569 

29,469 

COUNTY 

14,173 

16.2 

3,115 

110,836 

12  7,07  4 

Since  1940,  Gaston  County  has  felt  the  results  of  a  grow- 
ing trend  towards  farm  mechanization,  as  have  other  rural 
areas  of  the  United  States.   This  trend  requires  fewer  people 
to  produce  more  agricultural  products. 


PAST  POPULATION  -  BELMONT 


Belmont's  population  has  declined  over  6  per  cent  between 
1950  and  1960.   This  contrasted  sharply  with  the  increase  in 
South  Point  Township,  the  township  where  Belmont  is  located. 


Among  the  many  factors  responsible  for  the  lowering  of 
Belmont's  corporate  population  several  stand  out.  Of  these, 
rapid  industrialization  and  commercial  development  in  the 
city  has  displaced  former  housing  causing  the  greatest 
impetus.   This  would  partly  explain  why  many  cities  such  as 
Belmont  have  experienced  only  small  rates  of  population 
growth,  if  any,  within  their  city  limits  during  the  recent 
years;  because  without  annexation,  many  cities  have  been 
experiencing  a  paper  loss. 

In  Belmont,  urbanization  is  a  logical  result  of  in- 
dustrialization occurring  within  the  corporate  city  limits. 
For  example,  when  one  of  the  larger  textile  mills  in  Belmont 
needed  additional  space  for  plant  expansion,  a  complete 
block  of  dwelling  units  were  razed  so  that  the  firm  might 
construct  the  new  plant.  Although  this  practice  is  good  in 
so  far  as  the  entire  city  block  was  in  need  of  urban  renewal, 
it  displaced  the  former  occupants  of  the  dwelling  units; they 
were  forced  to  move  to  other  areas  of  the  city,  more  likely 
out  in  the  urban  fringe. 

The  full  extent  of  urbanization  and  population  loss  in 
Belmont  may  not  be  fully  realized  by  all  the  citizens.  For 
example,  during  the  first  ten  years  after  the  1950  census, 
the  City's  population  declined  by  323  residents,  which  may 
not  seem  like  many  but  this  number  amounted  to  nearly  6.2 
per  cent  of  the  total  population  of  the  City.  Presently,  the 
City  has  a  population  (estimated)  of  approximately  4,814 
residents,  which  means  an  additional  decrease  of  193  persons 
or  another  3.9  per  cent  from  the  1960  general  census. 

It  has  been  the  rural-nonf arm  or  urban  population  out- 
side of  Belmont's  present  city  limits  which  has  made  the 
most  rapid  growth.  Belmont,  in  reality,  has  not  lost  any 
population,  however,  all  of  the  growth  is  occurring  outside 
the  city  limits.  Thus,  urban  population  is  counted  along  with 
the  Township  of  South  Point  during  the  1960  census.   In 
Belmont  as  in  other  areas,  the  1950-1960  decades  are  proving 
to  be  a  period  of  unprecedented  suburbanization  or  settlement 
of  territory  that  not  only  lies  outside  of  the  City,  but  out- 
side the  fringe  area  as  well. 

Table  3  indicates  the  magnitude  of  population  growth 
occurring  in  South  Point  Township  from  1950  to  1960  as  com- 
pared to  the  declining  population  of  Belmont. 

Table  3 
POPULATION  GROWTH  IN  SOUTH  POINT  TOWNSHIP  1950,  1960,  1965 

Population     Percentage    Pop.    Percentage 
1950     1960      Change      1965      Change 

Belmont  5,330    5,007       -6.17.     4,814      -3.97. 

South  Point 
Township       26,560   29,469       11.07.    30,415       3.27, 

Gaston  Co.     110,836  129,074       14.77.   134,847       6.17. 
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The  declining  patterns  of  population  growth  in  Belmont 
indicate  that  the  City  approached  the  growth  saturation 
point  during  1950.   This  means  residents  have  found  it  diffi- 
cult if  not  impossible  to  locate  within  the  current  city 
limits;  either  because  residential  property  is  undesirable 
or  there  is  virtually  not  enough  available  land  on  which  to 
construct  housing  units. 

The  line  graph  on  this  page  illustrates  the  population 
pattern  with  a  1970  projection  for  South  Point  Township  and 
the  City  of  Belmont. 
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The  last  decade  1950-1960  indicates  significant  popula- 
tion growth  for  South  Point  Township  and  Gaston  County. 
Industrial  growth  and  expansion  have  continued  to  attract 
more  and  more  people  to  this  area. 

If  Belmont  implements  plans  for  annexation,  it  too 
will  show  the  true  patterns  of  growth  belonging  to  this 
community.  The  "baby  boom"  during  the  1940's  along  with  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  post-war  years  should  carry  this 
growth  trend  into  the  late  1960's  and  1970's. 

Belmont's  future  growth  potential  appears  to  be  very 
promising.  The  City's  close  proximity  to  Charlotte  may 
prove  to  be  the  greatest  single  factor  for  an  increase  in 
population.  Charlotte's  city  planners  estimate  the  City 
will  have  a  1980  population  of  nearly  600,000  which  means 
the  corporate  city  limits  would  extend  to  the  Gaston- 
Mecklenburg  County  border  line. 

The  accompanying  table  (4)  indicates  the  population 
growth  of  several  selected  counties  within  the  Belmont- 
Gaston  County  region.  Several  nearby  counties  are  shown 
and  with  their  percentage  change  in  population  from  1950- 
1960. 

Table  4 

POPULATION  GROWTH  DURING  1950-1960  OF  SELECTED  COUNTIES 

SURROUNDING  GASTON  COUNTY 

COUNTY  1960     1950      Change     Percentage  Change 

Cabarrus  68,137  63,783  4,354  6.8% 

Cleveland  66,048  64,357  1,691  2.6% 

GASTON  127,074  110,836  16,238  14.7% 

Lincoln  28,814  27,457  1,357  4.9% 

Mecklenburg  272,111  197,052  75,059  38.1% 
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MIGRATION  PATTERNS  -  GASTON  COUNTY 


Population  gains,  within  any  community  are  dependent 
upon  natural  increase  and  net  migrat ion .. .natural  increase 
being  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  and  net  migration 
being  the  difference  between  the  natural  increase  and  the 
total  population. 

Net  migration  figures  (Table  5)  do  not  give  any  indica- 
tion of  the  total  number  of  people  moving  in  or  out  of  a 
community,  but  only  tell  where  the  balance  of  people  are  at 
the  time  of  the  population  count.    A  net  in-migration  of 
1,000  people  means  that  1,000  more  people  have  moved  in 
rather  than  have  moved  out  of  the  community.   It  would  mean 
that  2,000  people  have  migrated  in  and  1,000  have  migrated 
out,  or  it  could  mean  that  51,000  people  have  moved  in  and 
50,000  people  have  moved  away. 

As  indicated  above,  net  migration  is  simply  the 
difference  between  in  and  out  migration  and  it  is  this 
difference  which  is  responsible  for  migration  growth  or 
loss  in  a  community.   Listed  below  is  a  graph  of  migration 
patterns  for  Gaston  County  which  indicates  the  number  of 
people  moving  in  and  out  of  the  County  during  the  last  two 
decades  from  1940  to  1950  and  from  1950  to  1960. 

TABLE  5 

MIGRATION  TRENDS  IN  GASTON  COUNTY  1940  THROUGH  1960 

1940  County  Population 
Natural  Population  Increase 
Expected  1950  Population 
Actual  1950  Population 

Population  Gain  from  Migration 


1950  County  Population 
Natural  Population  Increase 
Expected  1960  Population 
Actual  1960  Population 
Population  Loss  from  Migration 
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87,531 

19,648 

107,179 

110,836 

3,657 

or  3.3  per 

cent  increase 

110,836 

21,979 

132,815 

127,074 

or  -4.5  per 

5,741 

cent  decrease 

MIGRATION  PATTERNS  -  BELMONT 

The  City  of  Belmont,  typical  of  most  urban  areas,  has 
experienced  a  sizable  amount  of  out-migration  during  the 
1950-1960  decade.   The  lack  of  housing  space  and  the  desire 
of  people  to  locate  in  the  fringe  areas  of  the  City  have 
attracted  many  of  the  former  residents  of  Belmont.  This  is 
not  a  new  phenomenon  for  people  have  been  moving  to  the 
out-skirts  of  cities  to  avoid  the  crowded  conditions  often 
prevailing  ever  since  cities  have  been  a  part  of  society. 
Consequently,  Belmont  has  experienced  a  large  net  out- 
migration  on  paper  if  not  in  reality. 

The  migration  rates  for  Belmont  during  1950  and  1960 
is  large  enough  to  indicate  that,  over  a  period  of  similar 
years  the  rate  of  decrease  can  involve  a  large  percentage 
of  the  population.  Nevertheless,  local  moving  can  change 
the  internal  distribution  of  a  population  within  a  com- 
munity and  will  cause  particular  neighborhoods  to  undergo 
dramatic  changes. 

The  following  five  charts  illustrate  the  patterns  of 
out-migration  for  Belmont  according  to  various  age  groups. 
The  upper  line  on  the  chart  represents  the  1950  population 
while  the  lower  line  represents  the  1960  population.   The 
colored  area  between  these  two  lines  indicates  the  magnitud( 
of  out-migration  in  Belmont  and  Gaston  County  between  1950 
and  1960.  What  can  be  learned  from  these  charts  is  that 
Belmont  is  losing  population  in  nearly  all  of  the  age  group- 
ings, white  and  nonwhite  (Negro)  alike. 
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NATURAL  INCREASE 

Natural  increase  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 
Although  the  birth  rate  has  been  declining  on  a  national 
scale  during  recent  years,  the  same  trend  is  expected  for 
Belmont.  The  declining  birth  rates  are  the  direct  results 
of  extensive  birth  control  methods,  medicines,  and  educa- 
tion which  is  available  to  nearly  anyone  who  cares  to 
limit  or  plan  the  number  of  children  they  want. 

The  accompanying  chart,  listed  below,  illustrates  the 
projected  natural  increase  in  Gaston  County  by  decade.   With 
further  improvements  in  medical  science,  the  death  rate  is 
expected  to  continue  its  decline  during  the  next  two  decades 
Although  birth  rates  may  begin  to  gradually  level  off  in 
the  future  years,  the  declining  death  rates  will  keep  the 
natural  increase  going  upward. 
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ANNEXATION 

Annexation  of  the  surrounding  fringe  area  in  Belmont 
will  be  the  most  important  factor  in  the  future  growth  of 
the  City.   The  movement  of  Belmont's  political  boundaries 
will  reestablish  the  true  growth  rate  of  the  City.  Annexation 
can  be  a  deceptively  expensive  undertaking,  for  generally  the 
annexed  area  does  not  bring  in  a  tax  revenue  equal  to  the 


expense  of  adding  new  service 


s.  The  costs  of  sewer  and  water 


1  ines 


street  improvem 


ents,  fire  and  police  protection,  and 


other  services  are  usually  greater  than  tax  revenues  from  the 
annexed  residents.   On  the  other  hand  Belmont  will  annex 
additional  square  miles  of  land  and  will  gain  a  healthy  in- 
crease in  total  population,  furthermore,   it  will  require 
a  bigger  share  in  State  Revenues  which  are  paid  back  to  the 
cities  on  a  population  basis. 
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POPULATION 
CHARACTERISTICS 


POPULATION  DENSITY  -  GASTON  COUNTY 

The  space  people  occupy  is  known  as  population  density. 
Gaston  County,  with  an  area  of  358  square  miles,  had  a  popula- 
tion density  of  355  persons  per  square  mile  in  1960.  This 
compared  with  93  persons  per  square  mile  in  North  Carolina 
and  505  persons  per  square  mile  in  the  United  States. 

Townships  within  Gaston  County  vary  greatly  in  popula- 
tion density  with  the  greatest  concentration  located  ir^  the 
Township  of  Gastonia.   The  density  of  the  other  five  town- 
ships is  listed  in  the  following  illustration,  in  which  one 
dot  equals  one  thousand  people. 
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POPULATJON  DENSITY  -  CITY  OF  BELMONT 

The  Belmont  metropolitan  area  has  been  divided  into 
five  enumeration  districts  by  the  Census  Bureau.  (See  table 
6.)   This  provides  a  ready  means  whereby  the  City's  popula- 
tion can  be  analyzed  and  studied  on  the  basis  of  sub-units 
or  enumeration  districts.  These  districts  approximate  the 
general  boundaries  of  the  City  limits  and  are  determined 
by  easily  recognized  areas  within  the  City  such  as  streets, 
highways,  and  railroad  tracks. 


TABLE  6 

ENUMERATION  DISTRICTS 


BELMONT 


District 


1960  Population 


Population  Rank 


80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
Total 


1,070 
658 

1,393 

1,074 
812 

5,007 


The  heaviest  population  densities  are  in  census  dis- 
tricts numbers  82,  83,  and  80  respectively.  These  districts 
contain  a  pattern  of  population  distribution  which  includes 
the  most  densely  settled  area  in  the  city. 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  entire  life  span  of  the 
population  which  has  been  subdivided  into  eleven  stages  of 
the  life  cycle.   The  span  of  each  stage  is  intended  to 
represent  current  cultural  definitions  in  the  United  States 
while  at  the  same  time  comparing  Belmont,  Gaston  County, 
and  the  nation. 


TABLE  7 

STAGES  IN  THE  LIFE  CYCLE  -  SELECTED  AREAS 


AGE 
SPAN 


PERCENT  DISTRIBUTION 
1960    1950   1960    1950 


YEARS   UNITED  STATES   GASTON  CO. 


.ELMONT  CITY 


Infancy  and 

Early  Childhood 
Late  Childhood 


0-4 

12.6 

13.5 

12.6 

11 

.3 

11.6 

9.  6 

5-9 

5.4 

6.4 

10.2 

11 

.2 

9.4 

10.0 

Preado 1 es cence  and 
Early  Adolescence 
Late  Adolescence 


10-14   10.0 
15-19    4.2 


11.5 
4.9 


2  10.9 
1   8.3 


8.5 
9.5 


ADULTHOOD 


20-64   60.6 


54.3  52.4 


Early  Maturity 
Maturity 
Middle  Age 


20-24       10.5  8.9 

25-44      29.9         25.9 
45-64      20.2         20.2 


7  6.3  8.7 
5  33.7  32.3 
1  18.7    15.8 


OLD  AGE 

65-over   8. 

.2 

8, 

,7 

4 

.6 

5.9 

4, 

.2 

5, 

.6 

Early  Old  Age 
Advanced  Old  Age 

65-74    5, 
75-over   2, 

,6 
.6 

5, 
3, 

.0 

3. 

1 

.4 
.2 

4.1 
1.8 

3, 

0 

.3 
.9 

3, 

.8 
.8 

ALL  AGES 

100, 

.0 

100- 

.0 

ino, 

.0 

100.0 

100 

.0 

100, 

.0 

For  purposes  of  broad  and  general  comparisons,  the 
eleven  stages  have  been  grouped  into  four  major  categories 
childhood,  youth,  adulthood,  and  old  age.   The  comparisons 
of  the  age  composition  of  the  nation,  Gaston  County,  and 
the  City  of  Belmont  are  as  follows: 


TABLE  8 

MAJOR  STAGES 

OF 

THE 

LIFE  CYCLE 

-  SELECTED  AREAS 

PERCENTAGE  CHANGE 

United 

States 

Gaston 

County 

City  o 

f  Belmont 

1950 

1960 

1950 

1960 

1950 

19  60 

Childhood 

18.0 

19.9 

22.8 

22.5 

21.0 

19.6 

Youth 

13.2 

16.4 

18.3 

19.2 

18.0 

19.1 

Adulthood 

60.6 

55.0 

54.3 

52.4 

56.8 

55.7 

Old  Age 

8.2 

8.7 

4.6 

5.9 

4.2 

5.6 

Total 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

2  6 


Table  8  indicates  the  change  in  each  stage  of  the  life 
cycle  during  1950-1960.   It  is  apparent  that  Belmont  has 
experienced  a  reduction  in  the  proportions  of  infants  and 
children  during  1950-1960.   These  figures  may  be  misleading 
to  a  certain  degree  because  many  of  the  people  have  been 
moving  into  the  subdivisions  which  have  been  forming  around 
the  City  over  the  years. 

MEDIAN  AGE 


Another  means  of  measuring  the  community's  age  is  the 
Median  Age.   Median  age  is  that  age  which  divides  the  popu- 
lation into  two  equal  parts;  one  half  of  the  population  is 
younger  and  the  remaining  half  is  older  than  this  age.  See 
table  9. 

TABLE  9 


Med  ian  Age 


1950 


1960 


United  States 
North  Carolina 
Gaston  Co  unty 
City  of  Belmont 


30, 

,1 

29.5 

25, 

.0 

25.5 

25, 

.1 

26.5 

26, 

.4 

29.1 

This  provides  a  means  of  comparing  a  community's  popula- 
tion age  with  that  of  another  similar  geographic  area.  Despite 
a  decrease  of  the  older  adult  population  in  the  nation,  the 
median  age  for  the  State,  Gaston  County,  and  Belmont  has  in- 
creased.  This  means  the  area's  population  has  aged  rather  than 
become  younger.   Much  of  this  can  be  accounted  for  by  a  sub- 
stantial out-migration  of  the  younger  people  in  the  lower  age 
groups.  However,  the  population  can  be  aging  due  to  the  in- 
migration  of  older  people  of  retirement  age  which  tends  to 
increase  the  median  age  of  the  people. 

POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION 


The  tables  and  charts  which  follow  are  known  as  popula- 
tion pyramids  and  they  show  the  age-sex  composition  of  Gaston 
County  and  the  City  of  Belmont  during  1960.   The  horizontal 
bar  chart  represents  age  groups  divided  by  sex  and  shows  each 
age  category  as  a  percent  of  the  total  population.  The  follow- 
ing generalizations  can  be  found  in  the  population  pyramids  of 
Belmont  and  Gaston.   See  tables  10  and  11. 

lo  The  triangular  shape  merely  reflects  the  increasing 
death  rates  as  the  people  grow  older  and  as  each 
age  category  constitutes  a  smaller  percentage  of 
the  total  population. 

2.  In  most  cases^  the  females  outnumber  the  males, 
the  females  having  a  longer  life  expectancy  and 
a  lower  death  rate  in  each  age  grouping. 
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There  is  an  indentation  for  both  sexes  in  the  area 
of  the  20  to  29  age  groups.   These  people  were  born 
during  the  depression  years  which  followed  until 
after  World  War  IIo   The  birth  rates  were  very  low 
and  subsequently,  occupy  a  smaller  percentage  of 
the  total  populationc 


POPULATION      DISTRIBUTION     BY     RACE  -  BELMONT  -  1980 
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TABLE  10(A) 

TOTAL  POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  OF  BELMONT 


1960 


Age 

Percent 

Percent 

Groups 

Male 

Total 

Female 

Total 

0-4 

261 

5.2 

221 

4.4 

5-9 

255 

5.1 

246 

4.9 

10-14 

256 

5.1 

267 

5.3 

15-19 

189 

3.8 

249 

5.0 

20-24 

133 

2.7 

163 

3.3 

25-29 

157 

3.1 

163 

3.3 

30-34 

155 

3.1 

181 

3.6 

35-39 

154 

3.1 

191 

3.8 

40-44 

160 

3.2 

182 

3.6 

45-49 

174 

3.5 

188 

3.8 

50-54 

147 

2.9 

175 

3.2 

55-59 

130 

2.6 

133 

2.8 

60-64 

85 

1.7 

117 

2.3 

65-69 

49 

1.0 

70 

1.4 

70-74 

25 

.5 

43 

.9 

75 

28 

.6 

60 

1.2 

2358 


2649 


100.0% 
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TABLE  10(B) 

TOTAL  WHITE  POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  OF  BELMONT  -  1960 

Percent 
Female  Total 

4.4 
4.6 
5.1 
5.2 
3.3 
3.4 
3.7 
3.8 
3.5 
3.7 
3.5 
2.7 
2.2 
1.3 
.9 
1.3 


i 

^ge 

Groups 

0- 

-4 

5- 

-9 

10- 

-14 

15- 

-19 

20- 

-24 

25- 

-29 

30- 

-34 

35- 

-39 

40- 

-44 

45- 

-49 

50- 

-54 

55- 

-59 

60- 

-64 

65-69 

70- 

■  74 

75 

Percent 

ale 

Total 

224 

5.2 

218 

5.0 

226 

5.2 

157 

3.6 

120 

2.8 

139 

3.2 

139 

3.2 

137 

3.2 

143 

3.3 

141 

3.3 

126 

2.9 

116 

2.7 

76 

1.8 

41 

.9 

20 

.5 

24 

.6 

047 

100.07, 

192 

198 

220 

224 

144 

148 

160 

169 

152 

159 

154 

118 

97 

57 

37 

55 

2,284  100.07. 


TABLE    10(C) 

TOTAL    NONWHITE    POPULATION    DISTRIBUTION    OF    BELMONT    -     1960 


Age 

Percent 

Percent 

Group  s 

Male 

Total 

Female 

Total 

0-4 

37 

5.4 

29 

4.3 

5-9 

37 

5.4 

48 

7.1 

10-14 

30 

4.4 

47 

7.0 

15-19 

32 

4.7 

25 

3.7 

20-24 

13 

1.9 

19 

2.9 

25-29 

18 

2.7 

15 

2.2 

30-34 

16 

2.4 

21 

3.1 

35-39 

17 

2.5 

22 

3.2 

40-44 

17 

2.5 

30 

4.5 

45-49 

33 

4.9 

29 

4.3 

50-54 

21 

3.1 

21 

3.1 

55-59 

14 

2.1 

15 

2.2 

60-64 

9 

1.3 

20 

3.0 

65-69 

8 

1.2 

13 

1.9 

70-74 

5 

.7 

6 

.9 

75 

4 

.6 

5 

.7 

311 

100.07o 

365 

100.07. 
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POPULATION     DISTRIBUTION     BY   RACE- GASTON    COUNTY-1980 
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0 
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TABLE    11(A) 

TOTAL    POPULATION    DISTRIBUTION    OF    GASTON     COUNTY 


Age 
Groups 

0-4 

5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75-79 
80-84 
85 

Total 


Male 

7,313 

7,223 

6,984 

5,246 

3,745 

4,058 

4,3  02 

4,465 

3,865 

3,657 

3,320 

2,55  6 

1,768 

1,380 

911 

536 

277 

121 

61,727 


Percent 
Total 


Female 


Percent 
Total 


7,032 

5.5 

6,967 

5.5 

6,834 

5.4 

5j318 

4.2 

4,245 

3.3 

4,479 

3.5 

4,771 

3.8 

4,776 

3.8 

4,172 

3.3 

4,071 

3.2 

3,562 

2.8 

2,766 

2,1 

2,070 

1.6 

1,709 

1.3 

1,220 

1.0 

809 

.6 

362 

.3 

184 

.2 

6  5,347 


10  0.0% 


TABLE  11(B) 

TOTAL  WHITE  POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GASTON  COUNTY  -  1960 


Age 

Percent 

Percent 

Groups 

Male 

Total 

Female 

Total 

0-4 

6,114 

5.5 

5,849 

5.3 

5-9 

6,098 

5.5 

5,858 

5.3 

10-14 

6,016 

5,5 

5,811 

5.3 

15-19 

4,549 

4.1 

4,576 

4.1 

20-24 

3,292 

3.0 

3,736 

3.4 

25-29 

3,667 

3.3 

3,958 

3,6 

30-34 

3,885 

3.5 

4,240 

3.8 

35-39 

4,015 

3.6 

4,180 

3.8 

40-44 

3,442 

3.1 

3,632 

3.3 

45-49 

3,208 

2.9 

3,530 

3.2 

50-54 

2,961 

2.8 

3,160 

2.9 

55-59 

2,244 

2.0 

2,421 

2.2 

60-64 

1,592 

1.4 

1,801 

1.6 

65-69 

1,210 

lol 

1,487 

1.3 

70-74 

806 

.7 

1,084 

1.0 

75-79 

469 

.4 

730 

.7 

80-84 

255 

,2 

313 

.3 

85 

94 

.1 

163 

.2 

Total 

53,917 

100,0% 

56,529 

100.0% 

TABLE  11(C) 

TOTAL  NONWHITE  POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GASTON  COUNTY  -1960 


Age 

Percent 

Percent 

Groups 

Male 

Total 

Female 

Total 

0-4 

1199 

7.2 

1183 

7.1 

5-9 

1125 

6.8 

1109 

6.7 

10-14 

968 

5.8 

1023 

6.2 

15-19 

697 

4.2 

742 

4.5 

20-24 

453 

2.7 

509 

3.1 

25-29 

391 

2.4 

521 

3.1 

30-34 

417 

2.5 

53  1 

3.2 

35-39 

450 

2.7 

596 

3.5 

40-44 

423 

2.5 

540 

3.3 

45-49 

449 

2.7 

541 

3.3 

50-54 

359 

2.2 

402 

2.4 

55-59 

312 

1.9 

345 

2.1 

60-64 

176 

1.1 

269 

1.5 

65-69 

170 

1.0 

222 

1.3 

70-74 

105 

.7 

136 

.8 

75-79 

67 

.4 

79 

.5 

80-84 

22 

.1 

49 

.3 

85 

27 

.2 

21 

.1 

Total 

7810 

100.07, 

8818 

100.07, 

RACE 

Contrary  to  most  other  southern  states  and  communities, 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  the  nonwhite 
(Negro)  population  in  Belmont  during  the  decade  between  1950- 
1960,  see  table  12.   Current  information  indicates  an  out- 
migration  of  the  nonwhite  (Negro)  population  has  been  taking 
place  throughout  the  South  in  recent  years.  As  shown  in  the 
table  listed  below,  the  nonwhites  (Negroes)  have  increased 
in  Belmont  while  they  have  decreased  in  Gaston  County  and  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

TABLE  12 

NONWHITE  POPULATION  OF  SELECTED  AREAS  -  19  60 

1950    *Percent 
1950        7,     Change  from 
Population   Negro   1950    1960 

169,587,528    10.0  +0.5 

4,061,929    26.6  -1.2 

110,836    13.4  -0.3 

5,330    11.5  +2.0 

increase  or  -decrease. 
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1960 

1960 

7, 

Populat  ion 

Negro 

u.  s. 

179,323,175 

10.5 

N.  C. 

4,556,155 

25.4 

Gaston  Co. 

127,074 

13.17, 

City  of 

Belmont 

5,007 

13  .5 

During  the  post  war  years  following  World  War  II  many 
of  the  Negroes,  mostly  from  the  rural  areas  of  the  County, 
have  been  attracted  to  Belmont;  the  biggest  reason  for  this 
has  been  the  increased  employment  opportunities  found  in 
the  expanding  industrial  firms.   This   can  be  expected  to 
continue   as  the  City  becomes  more  industrialized  and  as 
more  nonwhites  (Negroes)  become  better  educated  and  more 
■skilled. 


RACE  DISTRIBUTION  -  CITY  OF  BELMONT  1960 

The  map  of  Belmont  found  at  the  bottom  of  this  page 
indicates  the  enumeration  districts  in  the  City  and  the 
percentage  of  nonwhites  (Negroes).   (See  table  13.)  There 
appears  to  be  scatteration  of  the  nonwhites  (Negroes) 
throughout  the  City,  however,  the  greatest  concentration 
of  nonwhites  (Negroes)  is  in  enumeration  districts  81  and 
83  . 

TABLE  13 

POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  IN  THE  CITY  OF  BELMONT  _  I960 


Belmont 
Enumerat  ion 
Districts 

80 
81 
82 
83 
84 


1960 

1960 

1960 

Total 

Percent 

Nonwh  i te 

Population 

Nonwhite 

Population 

1,070 

0.4% 

4 

658 

25.1% 

164 

1,393 

19.2% 

264 

1,074 

22.7% 

238 

812 

0.7% 

6 

5,007 


13.5% 


676 


EACH    DOT  REPRESENTS    25  PE'flPLE 


DEPENDENCY 

The  economic  burden  which  the  working  population  must 
bear  for  those  who  are  assumed  not  earning  their  own  living 
—  children,  youth,  and  people  of  retirement  age,  is  known 
as  the  dependency  ratio.   These  individuals  are  those  under 
20  or  over  65  years  of  age.  This  is  not  an  indication  of 
the  number  of  persons  each  worker  must  support  in  addition 
to  himself,  however,  it  is  an  indication  of  the  number  of 
dependents  which  each  person  would  be  required  to  support 
if  the  burden  were  divided  equally  among  the  adult  popula- 
t  ion  . 

The  accompanying  chart  illustrates  the  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  Belmont  dependency  picture.  The  employable 
group  (those  persons  between  21  and  64)  has  shrunk  from  56.8 
per  cent  of  the  total  population  in  1950  to  55.7  per  cent  in 
1960.   From  this  illustration,  it  is  evident  that  Belmont 
will  be  continually  faced  with  the  problem  of  supplying  more 
and  more  services  to  the  dependent  age  groups,  those  under 
20  and  over  65  years  of  age,  while  at  the  same  time  the  wage 
and  salary  earning  groups  (21  to  64)  will  diminish  in  number. 


DEPENDENCY      PERCENTAGE    FOR    BELMONT      1950-1960 
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FUTURE 
POPULATION 


POPULATION  FORECASTS  -  DEFINITIONS 

Forecasting  of  any  kind  whether  it  be  population, 
whether  elections,  or  the  stock  market,  has  an  element  of 
risk  and  the  projecting  of  population  is  the  greatest  of 
all  risks  to  make.   The  unexpected  population  declines  in 
many  of  the  Nation's  populated  cities  revealed  by  the  1960 
Census  have  been  cited  as  evidence  of  the  fallibility  of 
population  projections.   However,  what  is  overlooked  many 
times  is  the  fact  that  well  developed  population  forecasts 
in  the  absence  of  actual  counting  are  only  projections. 
It  is  realized  that  unforeseen  events  of  a  major  character 
might  completely  reverse  the  course  of  the  population  pro- 
jections. And  for  this  reason,  estimates  are  subject  to 
continuing  adjustments  and  corrections  as  new  information 
is  received. 

Planning  economists  do  not  profess  to  be  correct  at 
all  times,  no  one  ever  has  been,  but  members  have  been 
right  often  enough  to  become  certain  that  the  projections 
are  nearly  accurate.  However,  certain  fundamental  assump- 
tions must  also  be  made  before  any  type  of  population  esti- 
mating is  assumed: 

1.  No  large  scale  economic  depression  will  occur. 

2.  No  major  change  in  the  economy  of  Gaston  County  will 
o  ccur  . 

3.  No  world  war  or  nation-wide  devastation  will  occur. 

4.  The  annexation  policies  of  Belmont  will  not  be  impli- 
cated (it  is  very  difficult  to  estimate  possible  an- 
nexations within  a  city),  and 

5.  The  present  form  of  City,  County,  and  National  Govern- 
ment will  not  undergo  any  major  changes  or  alterations. 

Projections  included  in  this  report  are  based  on 
material  presented  in  the  1980  Population  Projections  for 
North  Carolina  Counties,  by  J.  H.  Perry  and  Dr.  C.  H.  Hamilton, 
Projections  for  the  City  of  Belmont  were  prepared  by  the  Re- 
search Staff  of  the  Special  Projects  Section. 


POPULATION  ESTIMATES  -  BELMONT  -  GASTON  COUNTY 

The  first  method  used  in  forecasting  the  future  popula- 
tion of  any  particular  community  utilizes  past  trends.  This 
method  is  used  in  Belmont  and  Gaston  County  and  is  presented 
in  the  following  graph: 


ESTIMATED   POPULATION  AND  TRENDS 
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With  these  growth  factors  in  mind,  the  projections  of 
the  resident  population  growth  for  Belmont  and  Gaston  County 
for  1970  and  1980  are  summarized  below. 


TABLE  14 

POPULATION  ESTIMATES 


lELMONT  AND  GASTON  COUNTY  1970-19? 


Belmont  5,007 

Gaston  Cojnty  127,074 


(-7.7%  decrease) 
(10.7%  increase) 


4,621 
140,620 


4,174  (-9.7%  decrease) 
154,977  (10.2%  Increase) 


POPULATION  TRENDS  1910-1980 


1910 


1920 


Gaston    County       37,063  51,242 
South    Point 

Township       7,170  10,587 

City  of  Belmont  1,176  2,941 


1930      1940 
78,093   87,531 


1950      1960      1970      1980 
110,836    127,074   140,620   154,977 


33,320 
3,998 


17,772 

20,569 

26,560 

29,469 

4,121 

4,356 

5,330 

5,007 

As  indicated  by  the  above  table  14,  Belmont's  projected 
population  continues  the   1950-60  decline  and  will  not  keep 
abreast  of  the  growth  expected  for  the  Township  and  for  the 
County  during  the  next  fifteen  years.  However,  any  annexation 
which  the  City  might  implement  will,  of  course,  show  addi- 
tional growth  until  fringe  urbanization  again  draws  people 
from  the  corporate  city  limits  to  the  surrounding  areas  of 
the  City. 

POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION  1980 

Estimates  of  Belmont's  and  Gaston  County's  1980  popula- 
tion distribution  are  indicated  in  the  graph  and  tables  on 
the  following  page.   To  estimate  each  age  group's  share  of 
the  population,  this  study  relies  on  past  trends  established 
between  1950  and  1960. 

The  yellow  horizontal  bars  on  the  graph  represent  the 
1960  age  groups  in  the  population  while  the  gray  horizontal 
bars  represent  the  1980  age  groups. 
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TABLE  15 

PROJECTED  BELMONT  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  1970-1980 


1970 

Percent 

1980 

Percent 

0-4 

456 

9.8 

416 

10.0 

5-9 

432 

9.4 

407 

9.8 

10-14 

411 

8.9 

388 

9.3 

15-19 

43  7 

9.5 

377 

9.0 

20-24 

341 

7.4 

266 

6.4 

25-29 

277 

6.0 

276 

6.6 

30-34 

214 

4.6 

247 

5.9 

35-39 

2  63 

5.7 

228 

5.5 

40-44 

275 

6.0 

175 

4.2 

45-49 

272 

5.9 

208 

4.9 

50-54 

260 

5.6 

209 

5.0 

55-59 

287 

6.2 

215 

5.2 

60-64 

260 

5.6 

210 

5.0 

65-69 

204 

4.4 

224 

5.4 

70-74 

126 

2.7 

161 

3.9 

75 

106 

2.3 

167 

4.0 

4,621 


4,174 


100.0 
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TABLE    16 

PROJECTED    GASTON    COUNTY    AGE    DISTRIBUTION    1970-1980 


0-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75-79 
80-84 
85 

Total 


1970 

Percent 

15,407 

11.0 

13,811 

9.8 

14,229 

10.1 

13,273 

9.5 

10,817 

7  .7 

8,977 

6.4 

7,504 

5.3 

8,025 

5.6 

8,892 

6.3 

8,472 

6.0 

7,511 

5.3 

7,038 

5.0 

5,726 

4.1 

4,634 

3.3 

3,021 

2.2 

1,799 

1.3 

940 

.7 

544 

.4 

140,620 

100.0 

1980 


17 

,400 

15 

,880 

15 

,282 

12 

,924 

11 

,082 

11 

,232 

10 

,165 

8 

,440 

7 

,357 

7 

364 

8 

340 

7 

719 

6 

266 

6 

159 

4 

518 

2 

695 

1 

336 

818 

Percent 

11.2 
10.2 

9.9 

8.4 

7.1 

7.2 

6.6 

5.4 

4.8 

4.8 

5.3 

5.0 

4.1 

3.9 

2.9 

1.8 
.8 
.6 


154,977 


As  shown  by  the  preceding  age  and  sex  pyramid,  several 
differences  become  apparent  between  the  composition  of  the 
1960  population  in  Belmont  and  Gaston  County  and  that  of  1980. 

1.  That  segment  of  the  population  which  is  now  65  years 
of  age  and  over  will  show  significant  increases  by 
1980.   This  can  be  expected  because  of  increased 
longevity  enjoyed  by  the  older  citizens.   Their  per- 
centage share  of  the  total  population  will  increase 
from  3.5  per  cent  in  Belmont  during  1960  to  13.3  dur- 
ing 1980,  and  from  3.4  per  cent  in  Gaston  County  during 
1960  to  10.0  per  cent  in  1980. 

2.  The  portion  of  the  population  represented  by  the  age 
groups  20  through  29  will  increase  during  the  next 
fifteen  years  in  both  Belmont  and  in  Gaston  County. 
The  age  groups  20  through  29  comprise  most  of  the 
community's  future  economic  and  social  leadership; 
the  gain  in  these  groups  will  create  the  need  for 
more  employment  and  other  services.   The  future 
technical,  automated  age  will  demand  more  and  better 
educational  facilities  and  teachers  to  teach  these 
increasing  age  groups. 
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SUMMARY 


SUMMARY 

The  preceding  pages  have  traced  the  development  of 
Belmont  and  Gaston  County  from  their  early  days  of  settle- 
ment and  growth  to  their  present  position.  During  the  time 
span  of  seventy-five  years  the  community  of  Belmont,  with 
a  population  of  over  five  thousand  people,  has  been  created 
in  former  Indian  occupied  lands  and  hunting  grounds.  This 
section  has  attempted  to  bring  to  the  surface  the  most  signi- 
ficant facts  of  Belmont's  population  growth,  composition,  and 
distribution  and  to  provide  a  framework  for  planners  in  this 
region . 

Perhaps,  the  most  basic  fact  brought  out  by  the  popula- 
tion studies  of  Belmont  is  the  following:  The  period  of  rapid 
growth  for  Belmont  or  Gaston  County  is  now  over.  Belmont 
does  not  have  a  birth  rate  high  enough  to  maintain  its  pre- 
sent population  for  any  considerable  length  of  time  because 
of  out-migration.  It  is  thus  approaching  a  time  when  its 
population  will  be  far  more  stable  than  in  the  past,  and 
the  growth  of  the  City  will  depend  more  and  more  on  the  op- 
portunities for  work,  and  attractive  living  which  it  can  offer 
in  comparison  with  other  nearby  cities  such  as  Charlotte  and 
Gas tonia . 

The  economics  of  Belmont  with  relation  to  the  cities  of 
Charlotte  and  Gastonia  is  studied  with  considerable  detail 
in  the  following  section.   Opportunities  for  employment 
and  attractive  living  in  Belmont  are  studied  providing  the 
reader  a  look  into  the  economic  machinery  of  the  City. 


ECONOMY 
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THE  ECONOMY 


Certain  types  of  economic  activity  are  common  to  all 
cities  like  Belmont,  as  well  as  to  other  cities  elsewhere. 
Consequently,  economic  affairs  enter  into  the  life  of  every 
person  and  for  all  wage  earners,  the  most  important  economic 
activity  is  the  way  he  earns  his  living.  And  in  order  for  a 
person  to  earn  a  living,  he  must  be  prepared  to  work,  how- 
ever, a  few--very  few--do  not  need  to  worko   As  everyone 
knows,  the  main  reason  a  person  works  is  to  acquire  the 
things  he  needs  such  as  food,  housing,  and  clothes  in  ex- 
change for  his  labor.  And  when  everyone  who  wants  a  job, 
can  find  one,  then  the  whole  economy  of  the  city  is  per- 
forming like  a  fine  tuned  machine,,  When  the  textile  plant 
is  operating  at  full  production  because  of  a  large  number 
of  orders,  all  employable  persons  are  earning  fat  wages  and 
possibly  taking  home  over-time  pay^  During  these  times  not 
only  are  the  manufacturing  plants  and  their  workers  enjoying 
prosperity  but  also  the  merchants  located  on  main  street  are 
making  greater  retail  sales.  When  these  merchants  are  selling 
more  goods  such  as  building  materialsj,  clothing,  home  appli- 
ances, and  automobiles,  they  must  in  turn  keep  themselves 
well-stocked  and  so  larger  orders  are  placed  with  the  manu- 
facturer for  more  and  more  products.  This  type  of  economy 
makes  sense  because  prosperitys  stability  and  growth  in  a 
metropolitan  community  like  Belmont  provides  benefits  to 
everyone,  the  manufacturers  the  workers,  and  the  retailers. 
To  some  extents  Belmont's  way  of  making  its  living  is  a 
circular  process  as  is  illustrated  in  the  following  chart. 
Money  is  usually  kept  circulating  most  of  the  time.  In  short, 
money  flows  as  wages  from  the  employer  to  the  worker;  from 
the  worker  to  the  merchant  for  payments  made  for  home  appli- 
ances, automobiles;  and  back  to  the  manufacturer  (employer) 
in  the  form  of  new  orders  from  the  merchant  so  that  he  can 
keep  his  store  shelf  stockedo 

The  chart  containing  the  money  circle  is  over  simplified 
by  the  fact  that  all  wages  have  been  spent  and  likewise  all 
profits  are  supposed  to  be  spent. 


47 


THE    MONEY    CIRCLE 
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In  short,  savings  and  investments  are  absent.   Nor  is 
there  any  reference  to  taxes,  government  spending,  or  foreign 
trade.  Such  items  would  greatly  complex  our  circular  flow 
of  money  chart  and  for  this  reason,  it  has  been  omitted  in 
this  presentation.   As  long  as  the  money  circle  is  maintained 
in  the  form  presented  here  with  full  production  and  employ- 
ment, with  retail  merchants  enjoying  expanding  sales,  then 
there  is  usually  no  general  recession  in  the  economy  either 
on  the  local  level  as  in  Belmont  or  on  the  national  level. 
And  the  economy  of  Belmont  would  be  in  a  satisfactory  state 
of  affairs. 

In  the  following  pages,  we  have  explored  the  nature  and 
direction  of  Belmont's  economy  hoping  to  discover  how  its 
economy  functions.  In  order  to  understand  the  implication 
of  the  economy,  both  the  encouraging  and  the  discouraging 
aspects  will  be  explained,  affording  the  reader  an  under- 
standing of  the  city's  economy  for  the  past,  present,  and 
future  years . 
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EMPLOYMENT 


EMPLOYMENT 

Humans  subsist  by  producing  and  consuming  goods  along 
with  services  and  usually  the  city  is  the  center  for  this 
production  and  consumption.  However,  some  cities  are  better 
places  for  producing  goods  than  others;  and  like  Belmont, 
they  are  speciality  centers  producing,  for  example,  more 
textiles  than  they  consume.  If  the  work  is  steady  through- 
out the  year,  more  income  is  secured  for  the  whole  economy 
including  the  local  city  government.  More  taxes  are  collected 
and  improved  public  services  can  be  provided  and  the  citizens 
are  able  to  purchase  more  clothes  and  appliances,  and  secure 
better  living  conditions. 

However,  in  the  mid  1960's  the  employment  picture  of 
Belmont  and  Gaston  County  presents  a  paradox.  Hundreds  of 
people  are  seeking  jobs.  Simultaneously  firms,  businesses, 
and  industrial  establishments  are  seeking  workers,  some  a 
few,  others  many.  Mathematically  the  solution  seems  simple: 
fit  the  available  workers  to  the   available  jobs.  However, 
anyone  who  has  sought  a  job  or  has  attempted  to  hire  others 
knows  that  the  problems  of  employment  seldom  yield  to  any 
easy  solutions.  Instead,  these  problems  appear  infinitely 
comp lex . 

In  Belmont,  as  in  other  cities,  only  a  certain  portion 
of  the  urban  population  produces  goods  and  services.  Some 
are  too  young  or  too  old  to  work;  others  are  physically  or 
mentally  incapable;  some  do  not  choose  to  work.   All  those 
individuals  fourteen  years  of  age  and  over  and  who  have  a 
job  (housewives  are  excluded)  or  who  are  seeking  a  job,  are 
called  the  LABOR  FORCE. 

LABOR  FORCE 

In  1960,  more  than  two  out  of  every  five   persons 
living  in  Belmont  were  working  or  seeking  work.  When  only 
those  persons  of  working  ages  (14  years  and  older)  are 
considered,  more  than  one  out  of  every  two  persons  were  m 
the  labor  force  during  1960.  (Table  17.) 


TABLE  17 

LABOR  FORCE  OF 

BELMONT  AND  SELECTED 

AREAS 

ACTUAL  LABOR 

ACTUAL 

POSSIBLE 

FORCE  AS  A 

LABOR 

ACTUAL  LABOR 

LABOR  FORCE 

PERCENTAGE  OF 

TOTAL  1960 

FORCE 

FORCE  AS  A  %  OF 

14  YEARS  OF 

POP.  14  YEARS 

UNIT 

POPULATION 

19  60 

THE  POPULATION 

AGE  6,    OVER 

AND  OVER 

Belmont 

5,007 

2,386 

47.7% 

3,601 

66.3% 

Gaston  County 

127,074 

53,686 

42  .  4% 

86,970 

61.9% 

North  Carolina 

4,556,155 

1,680,442 

3  6.9% 

3,118,526 

53.9% 

United  States 

180,676,000 

72,706,000 

40.2% 

125,288,000 

58.0% 

1963  Editic 


During  1960,  it  became  evident  that  Belmont  had  a  larger 
number  of  its  population  in  the  actual  labor  force  than  did 
the  County,  the  State,  or  the  Nation.   Primarily,  this  was 
due  to  the  high  percentage  of  females  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing.  This  tendency  is  characteristic  of  Belmont  as  a  whole 
and  is  largely  due  to  the  high  concentration  of  textile  mills 
in  the  City  which  use  a  large  number  of  female  operators. 
This  is  a  healthy  characteristic  of  the  local  economy.  When 
the  economic  system  can  provide  jobs  that  generally  match  the 
skills  and  interest  of  the  people,  then  subsequently  all 
benefit,  the  manufacturers,  the  employees,  the  merchants,  and 
the  City. 

SEX  COMPOSITION  OF  THE  LABOR  FORCE 

Although  the  percentage  of  females  in  the  labor  force 
is  high  (43.1  per  cent),  the  labor  force  is  still  dominated 
by  males  but  not  as  generously  as  it  is  in  the  State  or  in 
the  nation. 


TABLE  18 

SEX  COMPOSITION 

OF 

THE  LABOR  FORCE  -  BELMONT 

AND 

SELECTED  AREAS 

UNIT 

TOTAL 
LABOR 
FORCE 

NUMBER  OF 
MALES  IN  THE 
LABOR  FORCE 

PERCENTAGE 

NUMBER  OF 
FEMALES 
IN  THE 
LABOR  FORCE 

PERCENTAGE 

Belmont 

2,386 

1,3  60 

5  6.9% 

1.026 

43.1% 

Gaston  County 

53,686 

32,842 

61.2% 

20,844 

38.8% 

North  Carolina 

1 ,680,442 

1  ,060,240 

64.3% 

600,202 

35.7% 

United  States 

72,706,000 

50,998,000 

70.2% 

21,708,000 

29.8% 

lu  of  the  Census,  i960. 


The  number  of  females  in  the  labor  force  is  125  less 
than  in  1950,  however,  this  number  alone  is  meaningless 
except  for  the  fact  that  the  number  of  males  is  also  down 
150  from  1950.  It  appears  that  the  number  of  male  and  fe- 
male job  positions  have  decreased  in  similar  proportions, 
indicating  a  possible  displacement  of  employment  by  that 
often  feared  labo r-s aver  ...  automat  ion . 

In  Belmont,  there  is  apparently  more  than  one  member 
of  a  family  unit  who  is  employed.  When  only  one  member  of 
a  family  is  working,  a  household  is  able  to  buy  fewer  things 
the  family  would  like  than  if  several  persons  received 
pay  checks.  Compared  to  the  other  selected  areas,  it  appears 
that  Belmont  and  Gaston  County  are  unique  in  that  a  large 
percentage  of  its  family  units  can  conceivably  have  two 
members  in  the  labor  force. 

On  the  whole,  employment  opportunities  for  both  men 
and  women  in  Belmont  compared  favorably  with  those  of  other 
similar  economic  areas.  See  graph  below. 


SEX  COMPOSITION   OF  THE  LABOR    FORCE   BY  SELECTED  AREAS 

-I960 
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PERCENTAGE 
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PERCENTAGE 
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Accompanying  table  in9    shows  the  percentage  breakdown 
by  sex  of  the  civilian  occupations  in  Belmont  and  Gaston 
County  during  1960.  Males  hold  over  57  per  cent  of  the  jobs 
in  Belmont  while  they  held  62  per  cent  in  Gaston  County.  In 
Belmont,  females  outnumber  the  males  in  occupations  profes- 
sional, clerical,  domestic,  and  service.  The  situation  in 
Gaston  County  is  nearly  similar  with  females  being  employed 
in  occupations  professional,  clerical,  and  domestic  services, 
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TABLE  19 

OCCUPATION  OF  CIVILIAN 

LABOR 

FORCE  OF  BELMONT 

AND 

GASTON  COUNTY: 

1960  -  BY 

SEX 

BELMONT 

GASTON 

COUNTY 

Occupation 

Male 

Per  Cent 

Fei 

nale 

Per  Cent 

Male 
1,473 

Per  Cent 
2.97!, 

Female 

Per  Cent 
2.9% 

Professional 

60 

2.6-; 

134 

5  .  87. 

Farmers 

435 

0.87. 

25 

0.1% 

123 

5.3To 

16 

0.7% 

2,401 

4.77, 

435 

C.8% 

Clerical 

66 

2.87. 

126 

5  .  47. 

1,609 

3.1% 

2,634 

5.1% 

Sales 

59 

2  .  57. 

40 

1  .  77, 

1,872 

3.77. 

9  63 

1.9% 

Craftsmen 

247 

10.67. 

8 

0.37. 

6,661 

13.07. 

158 

0.3% 

Operatives 

566 

2  4.37, 

474 

20  .  47, 

11,573 

2  2.67. 

9,246 

18.1% 

Domestic 

66 

2  .  87. 

52 

0.2% 

1  ,931 

3.8% 

Farm  Hands 

213 

0.4% 

42 

0.2% 

Common  Laborers 

98 

4.27. 

9 

0.47, 

2,054 

4.0% 

192 

0.4% 

Other  Not  Given 

37 

1  .  67. 

33 

1  .  47, 

1,612 

3.1% 

1,029 

2.0% 

Service 
Total 

83 
1,339 

3.67. 
5  7.57. 

84 

3.67. 
42.57. 

1,665 
31,620 

3.2% 
61.7% 

1,398 
19,531 

2.7% 

3  8.3% 

990 

Source:  Census  of 

Popu 

lation, 

Bureau  of 

the  C. 

ansus 

,  19  60. 

EMPLOYMENT  BY  INDUSTRY  GROUPS 

When  production  is  divided  among  a  number  of  industries, 
specialization  as  it  exists  in  Belmont  is  possible.   A  dis- 
tinction should  be  made  between  commerce  and  industry  as  far 
as  economic  activity  is  concerned.  Industry  refers  to  those 
organizations  and  activities  that  have  to  do  with  the  creation 
of  durable  and  nondurable  goods.   Commerce  denotes  those 
activities  that  are  concerned  with  marketing,  trading,  trans- 
portation, and  the  buying  and  selling  involved  in  passing 
the  items  on  to  the  consumer, 

A  distinction  should  also  be  made  between  the  two  types 
of  goods  that  are  produced  in  the  Belmont  area:  producers' 
goods  and  consumers'  goods.  Durable  goods  or  producers'  goods 
include  machinery,  tools,  and  raw  materials  which  satisfy 
consumers'  wants  indirectly  by  aiding  in  the  production  of 
the  finished  product.   The  spinning  mills  in  Belmont  manufac- 
ture yarns  which  are  produced  for  another  manufacturer  who 
will  then  weave  it  into  cloth.  Consequently,  the  textile 
manufacturing  plants  in  Belmont  can  be  classified  as  an  in- 
dustry for  producers'  goods. 
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Consumers'  goods,  on  the  other  hand,  include  those  items 
which  can  satisfy  the  individuals'  immediate  desires  directly. 
They  include  such  items  as  dresses,  shirts,  and  suits,  and 
among  other  things  furniture,  radios,  and  household  appliances 


DIVERSIFICATION  OF  INDUSTRY  -  BELMONT 


1960 


The  largest  component  of  the  Belmont  economy  during  1960 
was  manufacturing.  (See  the  following  graph.)   With  a  pre- 
ponderance of  small  and  medium,  rather  than  large  sized  plants, 
textile  manufacturing  is  the  single  most  important  economic 
activity.  Out  of  a  possible  seven  industrial  categories  in 
the  Belmont  economy,  manufacturing  amounts  to  62  per  cent  of 
the  total  employment.  The  remaining  38  per  cent  was  more  evenly 
distributed  among  the  other  six  categorieso  As  a  group  then, 
manufacturing  activities  in  Belmont  overshadow  all  other  in- 
dustries in  total  employment  and  in  importance  to  the  City. 
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OCCUPATIONS    OF   THE    PEOPLE    IN    BELMONT-  I960 


PUBLIC   ADMINISTRATION- 


SERVICE   WORKERS- 


MEDICAL  WORKERS - 


OTHERS  NOT  GIVEN - 


PERCENTAGE 


L 


TRANSPORTATION 


EDUCATORS 


PAST  TRENDS  OF  EMPLOYMENT 


BELMONT 


The  importance  of  different  industrial  groups  in  Belmont 
has  been  changing  over  the  past  two  decades.  It  is  possible 
to  determine  these  major  shifts  of  employment  and  to  project 
the  possible  pattern  for  the  next  two  decades.  (See  table 
20.  ) 
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TABLE  20 

TRENDS  IN  EMPLOYMENT  ■ 

-  BELMONT  - 

1950-1980 

1970 

Percent 

1980 

TYPE 

1950 

1960       Percent 

Percent 

Change 

Change 

Change 

Manufacturing 

1,702 

1,446       -15.  ly. 

1,327 

-  5.57. 

1,238 

-  4.4% 

Construction 

65 

45       -30.8% 

50 

25.07. 

55 

10.0% 

Transportation 

60 

97         61.7% 

107 

10.37. 

118 

10.3% 

Commerce 

293 

2  62       -10.67. 

295 

12.67. 

332 

12.5% 

Personal  Service 

170 

110       -3  5.37. 

125 

13.67. 

143 

14.4% 

Professional 

243 

286        17.77. 

443 

54.97. 

692 

5  6.2% 

Other 
Total 

20 

80       400.07. 

92 

15.07. 

105 

14.1% 

2.553 

2,326       -08.97. 

2,479 

6.5% 

2,7  53 

11.0% 

Source:  Bureau  of 

the 

Census,  35 

C,  and  the  Special 

Projects 

Section 

Since  1950  manufacturing  employment  in  Belmont  has  been 
declining  and  is  a  little  short  of  its  former  position  in  the 
total  city  employment  picture.  Manufacturing,  however,  has 
been  located  within  the  city  limits,  while  the  workers  have 
been  moving  to  the  unincorporated  fringe  areas  of  the  City. 
The  figures  and  projections  apply  only  to  the  workers  who 
live  in  the  corporate  city  limits  and  do  not  take  into  ac- 
count the  individuals  who  live  outside  the  City  and  also  work 
in  the  manufacturing  establishments. 

All  of  the  service  industries,  particularly  commerce, 
transportation,  and  the  professions,  have  followed  the 
national  trend  and  become  more  important  in  the  total  em- 
ployment picture.  Research  and  development  are  a  few  of  the 
reasons  for  the  growth  in  professional  employment  in  Belmont. 
As  a  consequence  of  automation  and  the  spread  of  scientific 
management,  engineers,  scientists,  and  administrators  will 
become  a  necessity  to  the  production  process. 

Construction  and  domestic  services  suffer  a  decline  from 
1950  through  1960,  however,  these  occupations  are  projected 
to  increase  during  the  next  fifteen  years.  Agriculture,  al- 
though not  mentioned,  is  insignificant  as  employment  and  this 
is  in  keeping  with  the  national  trend  where  the  decline  haS 
been  more  pronounced. 
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TREND  IN  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  -  BELMONT 

The  past  trends  of  manufacturing  employment  in  Belmont 
can  be  traced  to  the  turn  of  the  century  and  the  early  ef- 
forts of  the  textile  trade.  The  decline  of  manufacturing 
employment  in  Belmont  is  mirrored  by  a  corresponding  loss 
of  population,  especially  in  the  City  itself.   The  accompany- 
ing table  21  shows  how  growth  in  textile  manufacturing  has 
lagged  behind  that  of  other  manufacturing  industries  in 
Belmont . 


TABLE  21 

MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  IN  BELMONT 


Change 


Metals 

10 

11 

10.0% 

14 

27,3% 

Machinery 

30 

33 

10.07. 

48 

45.5% 

Transportat  ion 

4 

5 

2  5.0% 

10 

100.0% 

Textiles 

1,635 

1 

,369 

-16.3% 

1,261 

-  7.9% 

Chemical 

12 

16 

33.3% 

21 

31.3% 

Other  Durables 

4 

4 

0.0% 

5 

25.0% 

Other  Nondurabl 

es 

7 

' 

14.3% 

8 

0.0% 

Total 

1,702 

1 

,446 

-15.1% 

1,367 

-  5.5% 

Source:  Bureau 

of 

the  Census, 

Pop 

ulation 

Reports  35C., 

,  19  60. 

21, 

.4% 

43 

.8% 

90. 

.0% 

-  7, 

.9% 

33. 

.3% 

20, 

.0% 

0, 

.0% 

Out  of  approximately  seven  categories  of  manufacturing 
listed  in  Belmont  by  the  Census  Bureau  during  1960,  the 
greatest  employment  is  in  the  field  of  textiles.   Similarly, 
textiles  is  the  single  industrial  group  which  dominates  the 
local  picture  of  employment  accounting  for  58.8  per  cent  of 
total  city  employment  (refer  to  diagram  on  page  54)  and  94.8 
per  cent  of  all  manufacturing  employment.   The  percentage 
distribution  of  employed  workers  in  manufacturing  is  shown 
in  the  accompanying  table.   (Table  22) 


TABLE  22 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT 


BELMONT 


Types  of  Manufacturing   Number  of  Workers   Percent  of  Total 


Metals 

Machinery 

Transportat  ion 

Textiles 

Chemical 

Other  durables 

Other  nondurables 


11 
33 

5 

1,369 

16 

4 


0.7% 
2.2% 
0.3% 
94.8% 
1.1% 
0.3% 
0.6% 


Total 


1,446 


100.0% 


56 


When  an  industrial  city  like  Belmont  has  a  high  per- 
centage of  its   employment  in  the  production  of  durable  goods 
(textiles),  it  is  ordinarily  more  sensitive  to  the  swings  of 
the  business  cycle  than  is  an  area  with  more  diversification. 
During  a  depression  or  a  recession,  individuals  like  businesses 
tend  to  defer  purchases  of  goods  until  they  are  sure  the 
economy  will  stabilize.  Thus,  an  economy  which  has  a  better 
balance  of  production  will  have  a  cushion  on  which  to  ride  out 
the  unfortunate  times. 

In  1960,  the  textile  industry  accounted  for  approximately 
59  per  cent  of  the  total  employment  in  Belmont.  There  appears 
to  be  no  probability  of  this  industry  holding  its  present  (1960) 
position  in  the  economy  of  this  area.  By  1970,  it  is  estimated 
that  employment  in  textiles  will  account  for  55  per  cent  of 
the  total  employment.  In  1980,  it  is  estimated  textile  employ- 
ment will  decrease  to  42  per  cent  which  is  nearly  20  per  cent 
below  that  of  1960. 

National  and  regional  statistics  also  indicate  a  de- 
clining trend  of  employment  in  the  textile  industries.  In  the 
past,  as  well  as  today,  textiles  have  required  a  large  volume 
of  low-skilled  workers.  Now,  more  than  ever,  this  industry  is 
characterized  by  keen  competition  and  there  has  been  a  marked 
trend  toward  consolidation  and  automation.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  this  trend  will  continue  and  that  a 
decreasingly  amount  of  labor  will  be  needed  in  the  textile 
mills  of  Belmont. 

One  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  of  the  planning  economist 
is  to  make  long-range  projections  of  the  manufacturing  patterns. 
Textiles,  as  indicated,  are  following  a  national  and  regional 
trend,  however,  the  projections  of  other  manufacturing  present 
a  different  view.  Belmont's  close  proximity  to  the  City  ot 
Charlotte  and  its  markets  will  lend  greater  importance  to 
other  types  and  forms  of  manufacturing  in  the  future  years. 
However,  the  textile  industry  in  Belmont,  which  has  been  de- 
clining year  by  year,  has  been  subject  to  forces  over  which 
the  local  area  has  little  control.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
the  other  forms  of  manufacturing  will  experience  high  growth 
rates  during  the  next  fifteen  years. 
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PAST  TREND  OF  EMPLOYMENT  -  GASTON  COUNTY 

Employment  in  Gaston  County  has  been  separated  by 
major  industries  to  reveal  the  quantitative  changes  which 
have  been  occurring  since  1950.   It  is  possible  to  project 
the  employment  percentages  for  1970  and  1980  based  upon 
past  trends.  (See  table  23.) 


TABLE  23 

TRENDS  OF  EMPLOYMENT 

-  GASTON 

COUNTY 

Types 

Total 
1950 

Total 
1960 

Percent 
Change 

Total 
1970 

Change 

Total 
1980 

Percent 
Change 

Manufacturing 

26,804 

27,602 

3  .0% 

24,648 

-10.8% 

23,235 

-5.7% 

Construction 

2,078 

2,340 

12.67, 

2,578 

10.2% 

2,842 

10.3% 

Agriculture 

2,070 

845 

-59.2% 

522 

-3  7.2% 

323 

-3  8.1% 

Transportation 

1,868 

3,052 

63.4% 

3,635 

19.1% 

4,387 

20.7% 

Commerce 

6,771 

8,170 

20.7% 

9,524 

16.6% 

11,175 

17.3% 

Personal  Service 

3,244 

3  ,480 

7.3% 

3,927 

12.8% 

4,498 

14.5% 

Professional 

2,597 

4,069 

5  6.7% 

6,177 

51.8% 

9,450 

53.0% 

Other  Not  Given 
Total 

326 

45,759 

1,593 
51.151 

3  88.7% 
11.8% 

1,824 

14.5% 
3.3% 

2,088 

1  4 .  4% 

52,855 

58,235 

10.2% 

Source:  Bureau  of 

the 

Census, 

Population 

Reports  35 

-C. 

Agriculture  employment  is  expected  to  decline  sharply 
in  Gaston  County  as  it  has  in  Belmont.   This  trend  is  part 
of  the  general  pattern  of  urbanization  and  industrializa- 
tion in  the  economy  with  the  continued  increase  in  farm 
mechanization  and  productivity.   National  trends  indicate 
the  percentage  of  labor  employed  in  agriculture  has  been 
declining  since  the  end  of  the  first  World  War.   It  is 
expected  that  total  agricultural  employment  in  the  United 
States  will  level  at  approximately  one  million  farmers 
during  the  next  few  decades. 
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Construction,  transportation,  commerce.j  and  the  services 
in  Gaston  County  have  increased  very  little  as  users  of  labor. 
Construction  and  professional  services  remain  relatively 
stable,  percentage  wise  in  the  projections.  Personal  services 
and  the  commerce  segment  of  Gaston's  economy  are  expected  to 
experience  modest  gains  from  the  positions  they  held  during 
1960,   The  increased  demand  for  personal  services  represents 
the  growing  importance  these  functions  have  been  receiving 
during  the  last  few  years  as  a  result  of  the  affluent  modern 
society. 

TREND  IN  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  -  GASTON  COUNTY 

Gaston  County,  like  Belmont,  employs  the  greatest  number 
of  its  manufacturing  employees  in  the  field  of  textiles. 
Textiles  again  dominated  the  County's  picture  of  employment 
by  accounting  for  over  77  per  cent  of  all  workers  employed. 
The  distribution  of  employed  workers  in  the  field  of  manu- 
facturing is  listed  in  the  accompanylrig  table.  (See  table  24.) 

TABLE  2  4 
PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  ~  GASTON 
COUNTY  -    19  60 

Types  of  Manufacturing   Number  of  Workers   Percent  of  Total 

Lumber 

Metals 

Machinery 

Transportation 

Textiles 

Food 

Other  durables 

Other  nondurables 


Total 

Although  Gaston  County's  employment  picture  in  textiles 
is  not  as  concentrated  (77.8  per  cent  in  Gaston  County  as 
opposed  to  94,8  per  cent  in  Belmont),  textiles  do  comprise 
of   a  major  portion  of  its  economy.  However,  due  to  the 
County's  size  it  does  have  more  diversification  than  doss 
the  City  of  Belmont.  This  diversification  can  be  used  as 
a  hedge  against  any  economic  recession  which  might  tend  to 
slow  down  the  economy. 

The  following  table  #25  shows  Gaston  County's  rate  of 
growth  in  manufacturing,  indicates  change,  and  what  the 
projection  for  the  future  might  be. 


194 

Cc7% 

290 

1.1% 

3.259 

1 1  ,.  8% 

103 

0,4% 

21,509 

7  7  .  8% 

583 

2.,  1% 

1,181 

4.3% 

483 

1  .  8% 

27,502 

100.0% 
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TABLE  25 

MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  IN  GASTON  COUNTY 


1950  THROUGH  1980 


Metals 

Machinery 

Transportation 

Textiles 

Food 

Printing 

Chemical 

Other  Durables 

Other  Nondurable 


268 

194 

-27.6% 

173 

268 

290 

8.27. 

404 

819 

3,259 

2  9  7.97. 

4,319 

200 

103 

-48.57. 

160 

24,353 

21,509 

-11.77. 

16,801 

314 

583 

8  5.77. 

717 

228 

588 

157.97. 

777 

92 

378 

3  10.97. 

513 

150 

215 

43  .3  7. 

273 

112 

483 

331.37. 

511 

-10.27. 

154 

-11.0% 

39.37. 

577 

42.8% 

3  2.57. 

5,821 

34.8% 

55.37. 

276 

72.5% 

-21.9% 

13,151 

-21.7% 

23.07. 

882 

23.0% 

32.1% 

1,027 

32.2% 

3  5.7% 

696 

35.7% 

2  7.0% 

347 

27.1% 

5.8% 

541 

5.9% 

26,804     27,602 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Population 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATION  ON  EMPLOYMENT  PATTERNS  -  BELMONT  - 
GASTON  COUNTY 

In  Belmont  as  in  Gaston  County,  textile  manufacturing 
is  the  economic  backbone  of  the  entire  economy.   This  re- 
port has  looked  into  its  impact  upon  the  economy  as  to  its 
past,  present,  and  future  contributions.   The  findings 
can  be   summarized   as   follows:  Many  of  the 
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textile  plants  have  been  characterized  by  obsolete  machinery 
which  has  necessitated  large  numbers  of  labor,  often  employ- 
ing 50  per  cent  women.  In  some  instances,  labor  costs  have 
amounted  to  25  -  75  per  cent  of  the  product's  value.   The 
importance  of  labor  costs  and  severe  competition  in  recent 
years  from  imports  and  from  artificial  domestic  products 
have  pressured  the  textile  industry  into  searching  for  a 
means  of  lower  labor  costs. 

The  search  for  lower  costs  has  been  facilitated  by  the 
highly  mechanized  process  which  makes  skilled  labor  less 
important  than  before.   Thus  automation  puts  the  textile  in- 
dustry in  a  better  position  in  the  profit  squeeze.   During 
the  next  fifteen  years,  the  textile  labor  force  in  Gaston 
County  is  projected  to  drop  from  42  per  cent  in  1960  to  22 
per  cent  by  1980.   Figures  for  Belmont  offer  nearly  the  same 
drop  in  textile  manufacturing  employment.   Indeed,  the  textile 
industries  are  expected  to  expand  their  production,  and  they 
have  at  approximately  10  per  cent  per  year,  however,  this 
expansion  will  not  include  additional  labor  to  the  same  de- 
gree . 


UNEMPLOYMENT 

In  a  free  market-free  cho i ce  economy,  the  demand  for 
goods  and  services  is   constantly  changing.   Today,  people 
may  want  fewer  wood  products  and  more  textiles;  tomorrow, 
the  situation  may  be  reversed.   Those  workers  who  cannot 
make  the  shift  with  a  fickle  consumer  society  will  be  un- 
employed.  It  is  from  this  basic  cause  that  unemployment 
is  forced  on  those  who  are  still  willing  to  work  but  are 
not  employed. 

The  changes  in  the  demand  for  textile  products  in 
Belmont  or  Lxi    Gaston  County  naturally  affect  the  labor  mar- 
kets.  If  the  demand  for  a  good  or  a  service  increases, 
generally  more  labor  is  required  to  meet  that  demand.  If 
the  demand  should  fall,  fewer  workers  will  be  required. 
Under  these  conditions  of  employment  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  ups  and  downs  in  the  economy  from  year  to  year 
and  from  month  to  month.   Unemployment  occurs  whenever 
people  are  employed  and  Belmont  experiences  unemployment 
like  any  other  community.   To  illustrate  the  ups  and  downs 
of  the  employment  picture,  table  #26  and  the  graph  on  the 
following  page  show  the  unemployment  pattern  by  year  from 
1956  through  1963  for  Gaston  County,  Belmont,  and  the 
United  States. 


TABLE  26 

UNEMELOYMENT  BY  YEAR  1956-1963 


YEAR 

GASTON     COUNTY 

NORTH    CAROLINA 

UNITED    STATES 

1963 

3.3% 

3.7% 

4.3% 

1962 

3.4% 

3,7% 

4.3% 

1961 

5.2% 

5.2% 

5.7% 

1960 

3.9% 

4.2% 

4.7% 

1959 

3.7% 

3.9% 

4.3% 

1958 

6  .  4% 

6.2% 

6.6% 

1957 

4 .  4% 

4.6% 

3.7% 

1956 

3.7% 

3.7% 

3.1% 

4.3% 


4.4% 


4.6% 
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From  the  foregoing  illustrations,  it  is  evident  that 
unemployment  is  unavoidable  in  a  free  and  growing  economy. 
And  in  the  study  area  as  is  pointed  out  some  industries  grow 
fast,  others  slowly.   There  are  always  some  communities  which 
are  declining  economically  as  the  result  of  declining  indus- 
tries.  Thus  unemployment  develops,  but  normally  unemployed 
workers  are  soon  absorbed  elsewhere.   Unemployment  percentages 
reflect  this  continual  shifting  of  consumer  demands  and  an 
employers  efforts  to  cut  costs  in  the  industry  when  retail 
sales  are  down . 


Generally,  unemployment  of  three  per  cent  of  the  total 
labor  force  is  considered  unavoidable.   During  the  "great 
depression"  of  the  1930's,  as  much  as  25  per  cent  of  the 
labor  force   was   unemployed.   During  1958,  the  year  of  the 
sharpest  recession  to  date,  unemployment  averaged  approxi- 
mately 7  per  cent.  This  recession  affected  everyone  through- 
out the  United  States.  Gaston  County  suffered  with  6.4  per 
cent  of  its  labor  force  unemployed  while  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  experienced  6.2  per  cent  unemployed. 
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PERSONAL 
INCOME  OR  WAGES 


PERSONAL  INCOME 

Personal  income,  as  looked  upon  by  the  planning  econo- 
mist, is  a  major  tool  used  in  describing  the  economy  of  a 
city,  county,  or  a  region.  It  is  one  of  the  most  comprehen- 
sive measurements  of  economic  activity  that  can  be  prepared 
on  a  geographic  basis;  also,  it  provides  an  excellent  yard- 
stick for  charting  an  area's  economic  growth. 

Personal  income  is  the  current  income  received  by 
people  from  all  sources..  It  is  measured  before  deductions 
of  taxes,  but  after  deductions  of  social  security,  retire- 
ment funds,  and  other  social  insurance  programs.  It  covers 
the  income  received  by  people  from  business  and  industrial 
establishments  and  federal,  state,  and  local  governments. 
Among  the  various  sources  of  income  are  wages  and  salaries, 
supplementary  earnings,  and  interest  payments  and  "other 
income" . 

Although  the  City  of  Belmont  is  the  basic  unit  being 
studied,  information  of  personal  income  is  not  presented  for 
several  reasons.   First,  there  is  a  limited  amount  of  source 
data  available  for  small  metropolitan  areas.   The  estimates 
of  personal  income  are  based  mainly  on  counties  and  any 
attempt  to  reduce  this  data  to  a  city  level  will  reduce 
its  reliability  below  an  acceptable  minimumo   Secondly,  offi- 
cial state  income  reports  are  lacking  information  pertinent 
to  the  smaller  cities  of  Belmont's  size  within  the  State. 


PER  CAPITA  INCOME  -  BELMONT 

In  1960,  five  thousand  residents  in  Belmont  provided 
a  labor  force  of  nearly  three  thousand  people  and  received^ 
$7.5  million  in  personal  income.   On  a  per  capita  basis  this 
amounted  to  $1,489,  a  figure  nearly  5  per  cent  lower  than 
the  State  per  capita  income  of  $1,562  for  the  same  period. 
(Table  27.)   Per  capita  is  one  measure  of  income  which  is 
derived  by  taking  the  total  income  received  by  an  area  and 
dividing  it  by  the  population,  thus  producing  an  average 
income  per  person.   Even  though  this  average  may  have  little 
relation  to  the  real  distribution  of  income  among  the  popula- 
tion, it  does  provide  some  measure  of  the  prevailing  income 
levels  . 
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TABLE  27 

PER  CAPITA  INCOME  IN  UNITED  STATES,  SOUTHEAST,  NORTH 

CAROLINA  AND  BELMONT  


Percentage  Increased 
Location         1940   1950    1960        1950-1960 


United  States  $595  $1,491  $2,217  48.7% 

Southeast  495  1,204  1,849  53.6% 

North  Carolina  328  1,012  1,562  54.3% 

Gaston  County  NA  1,002  1,394  39,1% 

City  of  Belmont  NA  1,085  1,489  37o2% 

Source :  Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  States,  1965, 
page  334 , 

Table  27  shows  that  personal  per  capita  income  in 
Belmont  is  well  below  that  of  the  United  States  and  is 
likely  to  continue  to  be  throughout  the  next  decade.  The 
reasons  for  such  a  low  level  of  income,  equally  applica- 
ble to  other  southern  regions,  are  the  lower  than  average 
share  of  high  paying  occupations  in  the  labor  force  while 
simultaneously  an  above  average  share  of  low  paying  occu- 
pations; the  lew  productivity  and  wage  levels  in  most 
sectors;  and  the  higher  than  average  share  of  nonwhites 
in  the  population. 

Per  capita  income  in  Belmont  has  historically  lagged 
behind  that  of  the  nation  and  the  entire  southeastern 
region.   In  turn,  the  City  has  been  consistently  higher 
than  that  of  Gaston  County  and  higher  than  that  of  the 
State  during  1950. 


TABLE  28 

MONEY  INCOMES  OF 

fam: 

[LIES  AND 

DISTRIBUTION 

BY 

INCOME 

LEVELS  - 

BELMONT  -  GASTON 

COUNTY 

-  FOR  1960 

Number  of  Famll 

ies 

P, 

srcent  of 

Number  of  Fam 

Hies 

Percent  of 

Total  Money  Income 

Belmont 

Total 

Gaston  Coun 

ty 

Total 

Under  $1,000 

26 

2.17. 

1,799 

5.6% 

$1,000-1,999 

62 

5.0% 

2,563 

8.0% 

$2,000-2,999 

172 

13.7% 

3,854 

12.1% 

$3,000-3,999 

169 

13.5% 

4,736 

14.8% 

$4,000-4,999 

203 

16.2% 

4,338 

13.6% 

$5,000-5,999 

172 

13.7% 

4,383 

13.7% 

$6,000-6,999 

146 

11.7% 

3,325 

1  0  .  4% 

$7,000-7,999 

122 

9.8% 

2,331 

7.3% 

$8,000-8,999 

64 

5.1% 

1,512 

4.7% 

$9,000-9,999 

23 

1.8% 

943 

3  .  0% 

$10,000  and  over 

93 

7  .  4% 

2,141 

6  .  8% 

Total 

1,252 

100.0% 

31.925 

100.0% 
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From  this  data,  certain  conclusions  can  be  drawn. 
First,  there  has  been  ar.  increase  in  the  amount  of  wages 
and  salaries  which  has  been  particularly  noticeable  from 


PER  CAPITA  INCOME  -  GASTON  COUNTY 

If  income  is  derived  from  occupations  in  a  city,  the 
chances  are  that  it  will  be  greater  than  if  derived  from 
occupations  in  the  ccunty.  This  particular  characteristic 
is  indicated  by  the  accompanying  table,  (Table  29) 

TABLE  2  9 
COMPARISON  OF  PER  CAPITA  INCOME  -  BELMONT  AND  GASTON  COUNTY 

19  60 

Income                   City  of  Belmont     County  of  Gaston 
19  60 19  60 

Total  Family  Income  $7,148,000  ?169, 869,000 

Family  Median  4,970  4,694 

Family  Average  5>709  5,3  21 

Total  Personal  Income  7,435,364  177,117,951 

Per  Capita  Income  1 , 489  1,394 

Population  5,007  127,074 


Sources  Bureau  of  the  Censusp  I960.. 

When  compaied  with  the  median  income  of  $4,694  in  Gaston 
County,  urban  iiicoroe  receivers  have  a  higher  median  income, 
$4,970.   It  must  be  remembered  that  median  is  a  measure  of 
distribution  which  means  a  point  at  which  half  of  the  families 
have  more  income  and  half  have  of  the  families  have  less. 
Nevertheless,  the  per  cent  distribution  for  the  City  and  the 
County  reveal  the  comparatively  low  level  of  County  income 
to  that  of  the  City. 

The  circumstances  surrounding  these  figures  point  to 
conditions  not  fully  realized  such  as  living  costs  are 
usually  higher  in  the  cities  and  industry  under  the  stress 
of  competition  pays  higher  wages  in  the  City  than  in  the 
County  for  the  same  wo rk »   Such  differential  payments  help 
to  make  urban  income  higher.   However,  in  the  long  run  the 
cost  of  living  may  be  lower  in  the  county,  thereby  creating 
a  balance  or  equilibrium. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  PERSONAL  INCOME  BY  SEX  -  GASTON  COUNTY  - 
1960 

Although  the  number  of  occupations  in  which  women  en- 
gage has  been  enlarged  since  World  War  II,  there  is  still 
a  considerable  gap  between  the  incomes  of  men  and  women  in 
the  same  work.   There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  Women 
are  not  as  well  organized  in  labor  or  as  willing  to  fight 
for  better  pay  as  are  men.  A  money-earning  occupation  for 
women  is  often  an  interim  activity  before  marriage  or  a 
part-time  activity  after  marriage.   Whatever  the  reasons 
for  this  difference  of  income  between  men  and  women,  they 
can  only  be  determined  by  careful  study  of  the  occupations 
in  which  both  sexes  are  employed. 


The  following  tables  number  30  and  31  indicate  the 
continuing  disparity  between  the  wages  of  men  and  women 
in  Gaston  County  for  1960.   As  in  other  areas  of  statis- 
tics, there  are  none  available  for  the  City  of  Belmont. 
Often  times  the  more  desirable  statistics  are  not  even 
available  for  the  county  either.   However,  in  1960,  48 
per  cent  of  the  men  in  Gaston  County  and  85  per  cent  of 
the  women  were  earning  less  than  $3,000  dollars  per  year, 
Also  during  1960,  in  Gaston  County,  females  made  up  53 
per  cent  of  the  total  labor  force.   On  the  other  hand, 
the  males  earned  57  per  cent  of  the  total  income  leaving 
the  rest  (43  per  cent)  to  the  females. 


TABLE  30 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  WAGE  OR  SALARY  INCOME  BY  SEX  -  GASTON  COUNTY  -  I960 


Salary 


Number  of 
Males 


.er cent  age 
)y  Group 


Percentage 
by   Group 


$1-999 

$1  ,000-1 ,999 

$2,000-2,999 

$3,000-4,999 
$5,000-9,999 

$10,000  and 
Over 


5,667 
4,083 
7,641 

12,089 
5,821 


11,068 
5,443 
7,075 

3,778 
480 


84.5% 

9.3% 
9.2% 

100.0% 


i 


Total 
Per centagt 


63.3% 

29.3% 

7.4% 
LOO.0% 


Source:  United  St 


TABLE  3  1 
DISTRIBUTION  CF  WAGE  OR  SALARY  INCOME  -  NORTH  CAROLINA  -  19  60 

Wage  or  Salary    Total   North  Carolina        Gaston  County 

Per  Gent  by  Group     Per  Cent  by  Group 


Number 


$1-2,999  405,579  37.1%  63.3% 

$3,000-9,999  610,225  56.07,  29„3% 
$10,000    and 

over  7  5-852  6.9%  7,4% 

Total  1^091,656  100..0%  100.0% 


Source:  United  States  Bureau  of  th^  Census 


TABLE  32 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  NONWHITE  INCOME  ~    GASTON  COUNTY  ■-  I9  60 

Wage  or  Salary  Number  of  Persons            Pe re en tag 

$1-499  1,905 

$500-999  1.656 

$1,000-1,499  951 

$1,500-1.999  609 

$2,000-2,499  943 

$2,500-2,999  599 

$3,000-3,499  414 

$3j500-3,999  222 

$4,000-4,499  86 

$4,500-4,999  74 

$5,000-5,999  77 

$6,000  and  Over  61 

Total  7,608 


25, 

,2% 

21, 

.8% 

12, 

.6% 

8, 

.0% 

12, 

.4% 

7, 

,9% 

5, 

.4% 

2 

.9% 

1 

.1% 

0, 

.9% 

1 

.0% 

_0j 

.8% 

100, 

.0% 

Source:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  19  60 
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TABLE  33 

PERSONAL  INCOME  OF  NONWHITE  INDIVIDUALS  -  GASTON  COUNTY  - 

1960 . . 

Wage  or  Salary    Number  of  Percent  of  Comparable  White 
Persons  Group  Percentages 

$1-1,999  4,523 

$2,000-2,999                       1,552  87.97.  63.3% 

$3,000-5,999           873  11.37.  29.87. 

$6,000  and  Over         61  0.87.  6.97. 


7,608       100.07, 


Source:  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1960. 

Interesting  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  this  study 
of  wages  and  salaries  in  Gaston  County  for  1960.   It  was 
learned  that  63.3  per  cent  of  the  families  living  in  the 
County  are  receiving  an  annual  income  of  less  than  $3,000. 
However,  only  37.1  per  cent  of   the  families  living  in 
North  Carolina  are  earning  less  than  $3,000  per  year.  A 
further  check  reveals  a  similar  difference  in  the  wage 
group  $3,000-9,999,  56.0  per  cent  for  the  state  and  only 
29.3  per  cent  for  Gaston  County.   However,  Gaston  County 
does  have  a  higher  percentage  of  its  residents  earning 
$10,000  a  year,  7.4  per  cent  in  the  County  as  against 
6.9  per  cent  in  the  State. 

Judging  from  what  has  been  said  about  the  distribu- 
tion of  personal  income,  it  is  apparent  that  there  are 
many  kinds  of  disparity  due  to  a  variety  of  factors. 

1.  Skill  5,  Ability 

2.  Education  6.  Occupation 

3 .  Sex  7 .  Locat  ion 

4.  Color  8.  Combination  of  all  7 

Such  differences  are  undoubtedly  taken  for  granted 
by  many  persons  as  one  of  the  facts  of  life,  particularly 
in  a  nation  of  free  enterprise.   It  is,  nevertheless,  a 
surprise  to  discover,  how  much  disparity  in  personal  in- 
comes is  really  present.   Statistical  studies  generally 
indicate  a  lower  level  of  income  for  females  than  males, 
for  county  residents  than  urban,  for  nonwhites  than  whites 
and  for  some  occupations  than   others.    A  knowledge  of 
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these  differences  can  be  of  great  practical  importance,  for 
they  indicate  to  sellers  where  the  greatest  purchasing  power 
is  located  and  to  workers  where  greater  opportunity  for  em- 
ployment is  most  likely  to  be  found. 

From  the  previous  analysis,  it  seems  that  the  average 
money  wage  in  a  region  depends,  in  broadest  terms,  on  the 
industrial  and  occupational  composition  of  its  labor  force. 
This  means,  does  the  industry  in  the  region  provide  low  pay- 
ing or  high  paying  jobs?   In  counties  where  the  average  wage 
earnings  of  workers  are  above  the  state  and  national  average 
workers  tend  to  be  concentrated  in  the  higher  paying  occupations 
and  industries.   It  seems  that  the  industry,  then,  sets  the 
wage  average  in  a  particular  area. 

The  accompanying  three  graphs  are  included  for  the  in- 
formation they  contain  and  for  the  additional  comparisons  of 
family  income  between  the  various  regions  and  the  study  area. 


1959  MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  TOWNS  IN  GASTON,  LINCOLN, 
AND  MECKLENBURG  COUNTIES,  BY  RACE 
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WAGES  AND  SALARIES  IN  GASTON  COUNTY  -  1964 

Up  until  now  this  unit  has  been  mainly  concerned  with 
income  levels  in  Belmont  area  and  the  surrounding  region. 
While  income  levels  are  genuine  reflections  of  the  economy, 
wages  and  salaries  form  an  indicator  not  only  of  the  general 
business  activity  but  of  consumer  purchasing  power  as  well. 
For  a  wage  is  a  price,  a  price  paid  for  the  commodity  called 
labor.   A  commodity  is  anything  that  is  bought  and  sold,  and 
labor  is  bought  and  sold  every  time  anyone  agrees  to  work 
for  a  certain  wage. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  unit  then  to  examine  the 
conditions  under  which  labor  is  currently  being  bought  and 
sold  and  to  see  how  its  price  compares  with  similar  jobs 
in  the  neighboring  counties  surrounding  Gaston.  Unfortunately, 
it  is  impossible  to  locate  average  weekly  earnings  for  the 
City  of  Belmont.   Statistics  are  simply  not  available  for  a 
city  of  its  size. 

In  order  to  advance  economically,  a  county  must  be 
concerned  not  only  with  the  numbers  of  jobs  and  the  types, 
but  also  with  the  industrial  wage  structures.   The  accompanying 
map,  compares  the  average  weekly  insured  wages  in  Gaston  County 
and  the  several  surrounding  counties  during  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1964.   As  indicated  by  the  map  below,  Gaston  County  shares 
nearly  the  same  amount  of  average  weekly  wages  as  does  Cleve- 
land County  which  has  a  higher  amounto   Only  Mecklenburg 
County  was  higher  in  weekly  wages  by  some  20  per  cent  and 
Lincoln  County  was  the  lowest  of  all  four  counties,  some  15 
per  cent  lower  than  Gaston  County. 


AVERAGE  WEEKLY  WAGE  RATES  OF  INSURED  EMPLOYMENT  IN  GASTON 
AND  SELECTED  COUNTIES  FOR  THE  FOURTH  QUARTER-1964 


LINCOLN  COUNTY 
^71.62 


GASTON    COUNTY 
CLEVELAND    ")  ?8  2.38 

COUNTY 


SOURCE.      EMPLOYMENT     SECURITY    COMMISSION     OF   NORTH     CAROLINA  -   MAY,   1965 
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TABLE    34 

1959     INCOME    DATA 

FOR 

FAMILIES 

OF    SELECTED    CITIES 

IN    NORTH 

CAROLINA 

Town 

Median    Income    (S) 

%    Ur 

ider 

$3,000 

%    Over 
White 

$8,000 

Negro 

Total 

White 

Negro 

White 

Negro 

Charlotte 

5,592 

6,570 

2,977 

11.6 

50.6 

34.5 

3  .4 

Davidson 

5,391 

6,386 

2,975 

14.6 

50.7 

33.3 

3.5 

Mount    Holly 

5,361 

5,707 

3,141 

17.4 

45.7 

19.1 

0 

Cramer ton 

5,097 

5,097 

* 

21.2 

* 

13.4 

* 

Belmont 

4,970 

5,326 

2,606 

15.6 

63.7 

16.1 

0 

Lowell 

4,863 

5,079 

2,429 

19.0 

75.0 

14.6 

6.2 

Gastonla 

4,827 

5,318 

2,606 

19.6 

58.1 

20.5 

3.4 

North    Belmont 

4,688 

4,688 

* 

21.6 

* 

12.8 

* 

East    Gastonla 

4,646 

4,646 

* 

24.1 

* 

15.5 

* 

CherryviUe 

4,422 

4,556 

2,184 

30.7 

73.8 

16.8 

9.2 

Llncolnton 

4,253 

4,668 

2,000 

28.9 

76.7 

16.5 

0 

Bessemer    City 

4,091 

4,320 

2,769 

28.4 

55.1 

11.1 

2.5 

South    Gastonla 

3,819 

3,944 

2,647 

32.2 

65.0 

4.  6 

0 

Dallas 

3,401 

3,761 

2,154 

35.3 

83.3 

9.0 

3.0 

All    N.     C.     Urban 

4,843 

5,565 

2,599 

18.0 

59.2 

24.1 

3  .4 

*    Fewer    than     fift 

;y    N, 

egro     families 

Source:     U.     S.     Bur 

■eau 

of    Censu! 

3,     published    and    spe 

icial    unpu 

iblished    reports. 

For  the  planning  economist,  the  use  of  comparisons  in 
county  insured  wages  can  simplify  the  answers  to  a  number 
of  financial  questions.   First,  they  are  simple,  which 
means  workers  can  understand  and  readily  translate  them. 
Second,  weekly  wages  should  by  many  standards  seem  equal, 
because  they  reaffirm  the  idea  that  workers  in  similar 
jobs  within  the  same  industry  should  receive  similar  pay. 
According  to  table  34,  income  would  seem  to  vary  directly 
as  to  where  the  worker  lives.  Furthermore,  it  can  be  as- 
sumed that  higher  levels  of  income  are  generally  found  in 
the  heavier  populated  counties  where  jobs  are  located.  It 
seems  probable,  then,  that  on  the  whole,  heavier  populated 
areas  offer  more  opportunities  for  financial  gain  than  do 
the  lesser  populated  areas  of  a  rural  nature.  Wages  per 
worker  in  the  counties  surrounding  Gaston  varied  widely 
in  amounts.  The  accompanying  table  shows  the  average 
weekly  earnings  of  insured  employment  by  county  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1964  in  North  Carolina.   The  data  on 
wage  and  salary  income  by  weekly  estimates  are  made 
available  by  the  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Com- 
mission, representing  insured  employment  and  accounts  for 
approximately  80  per  cent  of  the  total  labor  force  in 
North  Carolina  excluding  agricultural  and  the  self-employed. 
(See  Figure  35  .  ) 


TABLE  35 

INSURED  EMPLOYMENT  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  BY  COUNTY  AND  SELECTED 

INDUSTRY  GROUP-FOURTH  QUARTER  -  1964 


COUNTY 


CONST 


MANUF. 


TRANSP. 


TRADE 


TOTAL 


Cleveland   $72.96  $85.41  $111.45  $71.42  $82.45 

Gaston      $77.79  $80.23  $132.03  $74.52  $82.38 

Lincoln     $65.34  $71.97  $  81.40  $73.26  $71.62 

Mecklenburg$96.00  $102.74  $122.46  $101.45  $103.06 


N.  C. 


$82.06 


$85.80 


$112.14 


$80.60 


$85.64 


Source:  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission,  May. 
1965. 


Comparing  the  weekly  wages  of  the  counties  in  the  above 
table  #35,  it  is  evident  that  residence  affects  income  by 
limiting  the  type  of  work  available  to  the  individual.   The 
residents  of  a  large  metropolitan  area  like  Mecklenburg 
County  generally  have  a  wider  choice  of  industries  and  they 
can  seek  higher  paying  employment.   The  choice  is  more 
limited  in  the  smaller  towns  and  villages  and  farming  areas 
where  work  is  restricted  to  lower  paying  industries.  (See 
graphs  below  and  on  following  page.) 
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There  are  many  factors  which  cai:  determine  differentials 
in  wage  levels  and  among  them,  two  are  dominant:  1)  the  mar- 
ginal productivity  of  labor  (or  the  value  of  the  goods  that  a 
worker  can  produce  in  a  given  amount  of  time);  and  2)  the 
relationship  between  labor  supply  and  the  job  opportunities 
available;  3)  the  size  of  the  city  where  the  individual  works 
and  4)  the  income  differences  attributable  to  occupation  and 
industry, 

PAYMENTS-IN-KIND  AS  WAGES  -  GASTON  COUNTY 

When  wages  are  expressed  as  a  price,  as  they  have  been 
they  are  usually  called  real  money  or  simply  wages.  There 
are  some  forms  of  payment  for  work  that  are  not  monetary 
receipts  but  constitute  net  income.  An  example  to  this  type 
of  income  comes  in  the  form  of  free  house  use  and  utility 
services  (light,  water,  sewer)  which  indirectly  equals 
money . 

The  textile  manufacturers  in  the  City  of  Belmont  offer 
their  employees  benefits  like  payments- in-kind  in  addition 
to  their  weekly  salary.   How  much  rent  free  housing  is  worth 
and  how  much  value  free  utilities  provide  during  the  course 
of  the  year  is  not  known.   But  only  when  the  value  of  these 
fringe  benefits  are  imputed  into  value  can  the  true  wage 
rate  be  accounted  for  in  both  Belmont  and  Gaston  County. 
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Obviously,  the  imputed  value  of  fringe  benefits  must 
be  included  somewhere  in  total  income  because  the  services 
of  rent  free  housing  and  utilities  are  income  in  the  broad- 
est sense.   Practical  considerations  make  it  inadvisable  to 
refine  the  income  measurements  to  include  many  of  the  ser- 
vices that  the  employee  receives  without  payment.  However, 
this  practice  would  make  a  more  realistic  picture  of  the 
real  income  many  individuals  are  now  receiving  in  the 
study  area . 

Presented  in  table  36  is  the  annual  weekly  insured 
wage  paid  to  the  workers  regionally  and  nationally  from 
1956  through  1965.   Obviously,  the  insured  weekly  wages 
paid  in  Gaston  County  and  in  North  Carolina  have  histori- 
cally lagged  behind  that  of  the  nation.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  weekly  wages  paid  in  Gaston  County  have  consistently 
lagged  behind  those  paid  in  the  State  and  are  likely  to 
continue  through  the  1970's.  However,  money  wages  are  not 
the  only  form  of  reimbursement  which  the  workers  in  Gaston 
County  receive  for  their  labors.  It  is  probable  that  if 
the  imputed  value  of  the  rent  subsidy  were  combined  with 
the  money  wages,  then  Gaston  County  could  conceivably 
overcome  the  income  gap  which  has  prevailed  in  nine  out 
of  ten  years  studied. 

Nevertheless,  wages  in  North  Carolina  are  on  the 
average  lower  than  that  of  the  nation  and  this  can  be 
expected  to  continue  into  the  1970's.   North  Carolina  has 
a  below  average  share  of  high  paying  occupations  and  in- 
dustries, and  in  many  areas  it  is  completely  dominated 
by  low  wage  paying  industries. 


TABLE    : 

36 

ANNUAL 

AVERAGE    WEEKLY 

in: 

3URED    rfAGES    - 

1956 

THROUGH 

1965 

YEAR 

U.     S. 
$81.15 

N.     C. 

N.C.    WEEKLY 
WAGE    AS    A    % 
OF    THE    U.     S. 

72.8 

GASTON 
COUNTY 

$57.79 

GASTON 
WAGE    AS 
U.     S. 

71.2 

COUNTY 
A    PER 

WEEKLY 
CENT    OF: 
N.     C.- 

97.5 

1956 

$59.29 

1957 

84.18 

61.43 

73.0 

60.17 

71.5 

97.9 

1958 

86.56 

63.13 

72.9 

60.77 

70.2 

96.3 

1959 

90.90 

67.13 

73.9 

67.28 

74.0 

100.2 

1960 

93.34 

68.81 

73.7 

68.15 

73.0 

99.1 

1961 

95.55 

70.82 

74.1 

69.54 

72.8 

98.2 

1962 

99.04 

74.16 

74.1 

73.15 

73.9 

98.6 

1963 

102.09 

76.36 

74.8 

74.49 

73.0 

97.6 

1964 

105.27 

80.18 

76.2 

78.13 

74.2 

97.4 

1965 

No 

107.93    es 

t . 

Eit 

83  .07 

est  . 
Secu 

76.9 

isi 

83.38 

77.7 

101.0 

Average 

$94.60 
rth    Carolina 

$70.43 
iployment 

rity 

74.2 
Commis 

$69.33 

73.1 

98.4 

Source: 
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AND  CONSUMER 
SPENDING 


CONSUMER  SPENDING  IN  BELMONT  AND  GASTON  COUNTY 

In  the  preceding  units,  a  variety  of  indicators  were 
presented  showing  the  changes  in  population,  employment,  and 
income  in  the  study  area.  In  view  of  what  has  been  presented, 
the  final  unit  in  this  study  will  include  an  index  of  consumer 
buying  habits.   In  order  to  assess  the  progress  or  the  lack 
of  it  made  in  retail  sales,  it  is  necessary  to  measure   and 
compare  consumer  retail  sales  during  one  year  (1958)  with 
those  of  another  (1963). 

One  powerful  influence  bearing  on  how  much  people  spend 
for  any  item  they  buy  is  the  amount  of  money  at  their  disposal 
A  major  source  of  disposable  funds  is  current  income.  A  second 
source  is  past  savings,  provided  they  are  in  liquid  form  such 
as  Christmas  Club  Savings,  sale  of  stocks,  and  saving  accounts 
A  final  source  is  borrowing. 

Some  time  during  1965,  total  United  States  production  of 
goods  and  services  moved  to  a  new  peak,  $650  billion.  New 
estimates  put  the  gross  national  product  near  $800  billion 
by  1970  and  there  is  the  possibility  of  much  more.  Obviously, 
the  expansion  of  the  national  economy  during  the  sixties  is 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  GROSS  NATIONAL  PRODUCT  ,1964 
TOTAL  8  622  BILLION 


SOURCE:  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT  OF  THE   UNITED 
STATE  S  ,  1965 


going  to  affect  every  industry,  person,  and  retail  store  in 
the  United  States.  But  for  the  nation  as  a  whole,  the  gross 
national  product  will  increase  between  30  and  50  per  cent 
during  the  next  five  years.   This  means  that  for  consumers 
and  retailers,  the  economic  pie  will  expand  so  enormously 
that  almost  everybody  can  get  a  substantially  bigger  share. 
(See  chart  on  page  78.) 

In  the  analysis  of  consumer  spending  in  Belmont  from 
1958  to  1963,  family  outlays  in  all  but  one  of  the  major 
categories  advanced.  However,  the  increases  are  very  uneven. 
Table  37  indicates  the  changes  in  percentages  of  retail 
sales  in  1963  over  those  of  1958  for  Belmont,  Gastonia, 
and  Charlotte. 

TABLE  37 

1963  RETAIL  SALES  AS  A  PERCENTAGE  INCREASE  OVER  1958 


Item 

Lumber  &  Building 
General  Merchandise 
Food  Stores 
Automotive  Dealers 
Gasoline  Stations 
Apparel  Shops 
Furniture  Stores 
Eating  &  Drinking 
Drug  Stores 
Other 

Total 


Belmont 

Gastonia 

Charlo  tte 

NA 

64.0% 

2.9% 

-9.9% 

89.9% 

2  9  .  4% 

3  0.9% 

2  7.5% 

45.5% 

9  4.8% 

29.3% 

67.2% 

23.6% 

3  5.1% 

31.9% 

17.3% 

-4.4% 

20.4% 

3.5% 

3  9.6% 

2  3.0% 

NA 

7  7.8% 

2  2.4% 

41.5% 

-56.8% 

-0.3% 

NA 

0.8% 

4.2% 

3  4.0% 


2  6.8% 


3  1.9% 


Source:  1958  and  1963  Census  of  Business 
N  .  C. 
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The  market  for  clothing  is  also  in  a  state  of  flux  and 
the  trend  toward  casual  living  has  not  added  to  the  clothing 
industries  share  of  income  and  sales.   For  example,  the  styles 
in  men's  clothing  basically  are  unchanged  from  year  to  year. 
However,  output  of  more  expensive  women's  apparel  has  been 
rising,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  textile  manufacturers. 
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of  expenditures.  Cars  and  the  cost  of 
to  approximately  40  per  cent  of  the 
Belmont  during  1963.   To  encourage 

industry  has  made  a  regular  habit  of 
,  thereby  promoting  additional  sales 
America.  It  has  been  learned  that  as 

rises,  he  is  less  inclined  to  invest 
r  but  will  buy  more.   According  to 
comes  rise  consumers  will  spend  a 
uxuries"  like  recreation  and  other 
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A  steadily  rising  share  of  consumer  income  has  been  going 
into  medical  care,  for  example  the  drug  stores  in  Belmont. 
Expenditures  for  drugs  went  up  42  per  cent  from  1958  to  1963. 
Obviously,  this  increase  is  not  because  the  citizens  of 
Belmont  are  in  worse  health  than  they  used  to  be.   However, 
strange  that  expenditures  for  drugs  in  Gastonia  and  Charlotte 
decreased  nearly  57  per  cent  from  1958  to  1963.   The  chart  on 
the  following  page  illustrates  the  percentage  increase  of 
retail  sales  in  1963  over  those  of  1958.  (Also  see  table  38.) 
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PERCENTAGE 

CHANGE    IN    RETAIL    SALES    BY   CATAGORY 
FROM    1958     TO    1963     BY   CITY 
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In  the  area  of  household  appliances,  the  future  should 
mean  continued  growth.   A  continuing  high  rate  of  marriage 
for  teenagers  and  young  adults  will  have  a  very  good  effect 
on  the  economy,  especially  for  those  sectors  who  manufacture 
and  sell  consumer  durables  of  a  household  nature. 


TABLE  38 

PERCENTAGE  CHANGE  IN  RETAIL  SALES  PEl 

to  1963 


CAPITA  -  BELMONT  19  58 


Item 


1958 
Belmont 


1963 
Belmont 


Percentage 
Change 


General  Mdse. 

Food 

Gas 

Apparel 

Furniture 

Eating  &  Drinkin; 

Drug 

Other 

Auto 


$205.40 

421.00 

152.00 

9  8,40 

118,60 

56.80 

83.40 

190.40 

344,20 


$163.40 
558,00 
188.00 
116.40 
123.00 
98,40 
118,60 
208.40 
671.80 


-20.4% 
+3  2.5% 
+23.6% 
+18.2% 
+03.7% 
+73.2% 
+42.2% 
+0  7.4% 
+9  5.2% 


$1,670,20     $2,246,00 
81 


+3  4.5% 


ACTUAL  RETAIL  TRADE  -  BELMONT 

In  Belmont  as  in  other  communities,  the  final  test  of 
production  is  consumption  and  no  better  measure  of  consump- 
tion can  be  found  than  retail  sales.   The  volume  of  retail 
sales  is,  in  a  sense,  an  economic  yardstick  because  it 
provides  a  good  indication  of  the  strength  and  the  weakness 
of  the  buying  power  prevalent  in  a  community. 

The  retail  figures  presented  below  are  the  expected 
retail  sales  that  should  be  obtained  from  a  given  amount  of 
personal  income.  In  other  words,  a  certain  percentage  of  a 
family's  income  will  be  spent  on  sales  of  a  retail  nature. 
Based  on  past  trends  it  has  been  learned  that  this  percent- 
age amounts  to  approximately  61  per  cent  of  a  f ami  1 y ' s  >total 
annual  income. 

For  example,  the  total  personal  income  generated  in 
the  City  of  Belmont  in  1959  amounted  to  $7,455,000.*  Taking 
61  per  cent  as  the  percentage  used  up  for  retail  purchases 
then  the  expected  retail  sales  should  have  amounted  to 
$5,017,000  for  1959.  However,  during  1957,  the  actual  retail 
sales  in  Belmont  amounted  to  $8,355,000,*  an  amount  which 
is  a  numerical  increase  of  $2,438,000  over  the  sum  expected 
or  a  percentage  increase  of  nearly  12.1. 

Such  a  plentitude  over  the  expected  amount  of  retail 

sales  suggests  that  Belmont  is  taking  in  a  greater  slice 

of  the  market  than  are  its  two  competing  cities  of  Gastonia 

and  Charlotte.  The  accompanying  table  39  indicates  the  re- 
tail sales  compared  to  total  personal  income. 

TABLE  39 

RETAIL  SALES  RELATIVE  TO  1959  PERSONAL  INCOME  -  BELMONT  - 

GASTONIA  -  CHARLOTTE 

BELMONT     GASTONIA     CHARLOTTE 


1959  Total  Personal  Income  $7,455,000  $57,595,000  $397,478,000 

1958  Total  Retail  Sales  $8,355,000  $55,003,000  $298,178,000 

Retail  Sales  as  a  Percent 
of  Income  112.1%       95.5%         75.0% 

Expected  Retail  Sales  Ac- 
cording to  the  State  Ratio  $5,017,000  $38,761,000  $267,503,000 

Difference  from  actual  Ex- 
pected $2,438,000  $16,242,000  $  30,675,000 

Percent  Increase  66.5%       41.9%         11.1% 


Source:  1960  Census  of  Business,  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce. 
Data  used  in  this  unit  are  based  on  statistics  compiled  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  consequently,  retail 
sales  figures  differ  to  a  slight  degree  by  those  compiled  by 
the  North  Carolina  Tax  Revenue  Service.  Bureau  of  the  Census 
has  a  more  selected  definition  for  retail  sales  than  has  the 
State  and  therefore  presents  a  more  true  picture  of  the  com- 
munities economy. 
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In  reviewing  the  merketing  implication  of  these  sta- 
tistics, Belmont  is  not  only  taking  in  its  allotted  per- 
centage share  of  the  goods  and  services  but  in  effect  it 
is  exercising  economic  drawing  power  from  the  two  other 
cities  as  well.   Obviously,  additional  money  is  being  spent 
in  Belmont  that  has  originated  outside  of  this  community. 
For  example,  money  earned  in  Charlotte  is  being  spent  in 
Belmont  for  goods  and  services. 

The  fact  remains  that  money  is  being  put  out  into 
the  hands  of  the  Belmont  merchants  by  people  who  neither 
live  nor  work  in  Belmont.  This  leads  to  the  desirable 
position  of  high  retail  sales  for  nearly  everyone.  In 
light  of  this  trend,  it  is  expected  to  continue  in  the 
future  thereby  assuring  Belmont  of  a  healthy  retail  trade. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years,  Belmont  has  averaged  a  per- 
centage retail  increase  of  24.7  per  cent.  With  this  per- 
centage as  a  base,  it  is  possible  to  assume  that  Belmont 
may  again  increase  its  retail  sales  by  24.7  per  cent  or  the 
amount  of  $13,963,0000  in  1968  or  $13,031,000  by  1970. 
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